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No. 3. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received January 7.) 


(No. 2) 
(Telegraphic) P. Constantinople, January 7, 1200. 

T HAVE received the following telegram from Her Majesty's Consul at Bussorah, 
dated yesterday :— a 

“T learn from the German Consul-General that a concession for a terminus on 
the harbour of Koweit will be sought by the promoters of the railway scheme, for he 
says that unless an outlet on the sea can be found there is no chance of the line 
paying. 

“‘The Germans will negotiate directly with the Sultan without regard to the 
Sheikh of Koweit, who will not he asked to grant a concession of land.” 

(Sent to Tndia.) 





No. 4 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Solisbury.—(Received January 18.) 


(No. 4.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Constantinople, January 15, 1900. 

T LEARN by tolograph from Hor Majesty's Consul at Bussorah that the German 
Commission in connection with the Bagdad Railway left that place for Koweit on the 
‘13th instant. 

Mr. Wratislow has informed the Indian Government. 





No. 5. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Reecived January 16.) 


THE Under-Scoretary of State for Indin presents his compliments to the Under- 

of State for Foreign Affir, and, by diretion of Lard George Hamilton 

\erewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of telegrams 

respecting Koweit, ar a a 
India Office, January 16, 1900. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 5. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Telegraphic.) January 7, 
WRATISLAW telegraphs that Gorman Railway Commission las, meets 
Buseorah, gnd will leave in a few days for Koweit, where they propose to sclect site 
for railway terminus, conducting negotiations not with Sheikh but with Sultan of 
Turkey. Such a proceeding would be inconsistent with our claim as regards Koweit, 
and would certainly produce local trouble between Sheikh and ourselves, and possibly 
subsequent friction with Germany. Would it not be desirable to inform Germany of 
our relations with Koweit? Any idea of prolonging German Railway thither should 
only be carried out with our consent, and as part of specific understanding. An 
ssvingement with Turkey over our havls woald stllfy recent Koweit Agrecment 
conclu onler of Her Majesty's Goverm we A 
Beenie sjesty ment, and would greatly weaken our 


Inclosure 2 in No. 5. 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 
(Telegraphie.) India Office, January 11, 1900, 

YOUR telegram of the 7th January: Koweit. 

Lord Salisbury considers moment inopportune for proposed communication to 
German Government. He prefers to wait until Germans show immediate intention 
of aldressing Turks, when we can cither renew previous warning given to Porte or 
‘come to terms with Germany as to terminus of railway. 


See 


Inclosire 8 in No. 5. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Telegraphic.) January V1, 1900. 

MEADE telegraphs that he fears complications upon approaching visit of German 
Consul-General and Railway Commission with Turkish escort to Koweit, since Sheikh 
may cither refuse them entry, or may bo bought over to give railway terminus in spite 
of recent azreement. THe therefare proposes to go to Koweit himself at same timo as 
Germans. I have answored that this is not necessary, and that there is no sufficient 
reason for the prohibition of German visit by Sheikh, but that Intter should be 
Instructed to accopt no proposal whatsoever without reference to the Government 
of India, and to act upon its advice. 


St 
Inclosure 4 in No. 5. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 
(Telogeaphic.) India Office, January 18, 1900. 


YOURS, lth: Kowei 
Her Majesty's Government approve the instructions given by you to Meade. 





No.6, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 18.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for Indi presonts his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lont George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of « telegram 

; fed tho 18th January, regarding Koweit. 


Inclosure in No. 6. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


felegraphic.) January 18, 1900. 
(PeleeG WEE. Captain Denison of “Melpomene,” just returned from’ Koweit 
reports German intention to acquire Kathama Bay at western end of Koweit Harbour 
for railway terminus without consultation with Sheikh. Meade fears some act on the 
part of Turks and Germans combined, which may afterwards be claimed as proof of 
Turkish authority or possession over Koweit, T have acquainted him with views of 
Her Majesty's Goverament, as stated in your telegram of 11th January, but it appears 
to me very likely that our hands may soon be forced by some such action as he fears. 
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No. 7. 


The Marquess of Salishury to Sir N. O'Conor, 


(No. 1. Secret.) 
(Telegraphie.) “P. 
KOWEIT 

Your Excellency’s telegram No. 2 of the 7th instant. 

A telegram has been received from the Viceroy of India to the effect that the 
Captain of Her Majesty's ship “ Melpomene,” who has just returned from Koweit, 
reports that the Germans intend to acquire Kathama Bay, without consulting the 
Sheikh of Koweit, asa terminus for their railway, Kathama Bay is at the western 
end of Koweit harbour. 

Her Majesty's Consul-General at Bushire is apprehensive lest the Turks and 
Germans combined may take some action, on the strength of which Turkish authority 
over Koweit may afterwards be claimed to ¢ 

Under theso circumst n arises whether it would be advisable 
that the Porte should be warned again not to take any decision without consulting 
Her Mnjesty’s Government, or that you should speak to your German colleague 
confidentially on the subject of our relitions with Koweit. 

Tshould be glad to tare your Excellency's opinion on those points, 


Foreign Office, January 19, 1900. 





No.8 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.— (Received January 26.) 


(No. 24, Secret.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, Janvary 

IN reply to your Lordship’s ‘ he 19th January, 
T have the honour to report as follows 

L assume it is not in our interost to hasten any development of the Koweit 
question, and wo havo, moreover, to bear in mind thatany advance of Kugland in the 
Persian Guif nt this moment may lead TRunsin to take some counter action on the ples 
of compensation, 

1 am therefore at present not in favour of giving any fresh warning to the ort, 
‘They know that we are in close relations with Koweit, and probably suapoct that thess 
fare of more intimate kind than we have yet admitted, 

‘There ix also, I think, ob ny speaking to my 
would not be satisfled with a mere hint, and I should. bay 
information, which, when. reported to Berlin, might possibl 
mont to. press the question to an issu while 
‘occupied in South Aftien, 

‘This surmise may be wrong, but there would be at least » risk of the question 
being foreed upon us promaturely, and, in view of the fact that the Gers 
Comission is not expected to return and present it 

d raising it at present if w 
me that I might ask Sir E. Law, who is yery intimate with 
wrrespondence with him, to.remark in a private letter that he has 
heard that the Railway Commission is proposing to acquire a port at Koweit, and 
that he hopes that this will not be unduly presved. He could go on to say’ that 
Dr. Siemens is probably aware that the relations between the British Government and 
the Sheikh Mubarck of Koweit are specially intimate, and that any arrangement 
which would leave out of consideration these relations might result in delaying the 
nderstanding which he and Dr. Siemens desire in regard to the latter's great railway 


_ Sit B. Law thinks that Dr. Siemens would grasp the situation, and be anxious to 
avoid discouraging British capitalists by any action which would have an unfavourable 
effect on the London market. It is possible, of . that Dr. Siemens will inform 
his Government of Sir B. Law's remarks, but I soe no harm in th 

Before the return of the Commission I could, if your Lordship thinks it advisable, 
give a hint to the same effect to the German Ambassador, adding that I presume it 
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our mutual interests that nothing should interfere to hinder the participation of 
British capitalists with those of Germany in the construction of the railway. 
I should be glad to know by telegraph whether your Lordship approves the course 
suggested, as Sir B. Law will be leaving Constantinople shortly. 
ia have, &e. 
(Signed) . R, O'CONOR, 





No. 9. 
The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir N. O'Conor. 
(No. 5.) ‘ 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, January 26, 1899. 
KOWEIT. 5 > 
T have received your despateh No. 24 of the 22nd instant, giving your views 
1s to the expediency of causing an intimation to be conveyed to the Porte and the 
German Government of the relations between Her Majesty's Government and the 
Sheikh of Koweit. : s 5 
T approve the course of procedure suggested by your Excellency in regan to this 
question. 





No. 10. 
Sir N. O'Conor so the Marquess of Salishury.—(Weceived January 29.) 


(No. 87. Sceret.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, January 28, 1900. 
» nee to your Loriship’s telegram No. 1, Secret, of the 19th instant, 
of the 20th instant, and my despatch No. 24, Secret, of yesterday's 
x to inform your Lordship that, in answer to my inquiry as to 
the probable attitude of the Sheikh of Koweit in respect to the German demand for 
the concession of a port as a railway terminus, Mr. Consul Wratislaw has replied ax 
follow, 3 i ke 
‘The Sheikh would, I think, object on principle to a foreign railway to Kowoit 
ely to lead to the eventual suppression of his semi-independent position. He is, 
however, unscrupulous and avaricious, and a heavy pecuniary inducement might be 
irresistible to him, 

“Now that tho Vali is dismissed his relations with the Turkish Government are 
likely to be more friendly. Indeed, he has undertaken that this shall be the case, and 
an assurance has been given the Sultan that he will visit Bussorah, We daily expoct 
the return of the Germans he 

L have, &e, 
(Signed) N, BR. O'OONOR, 


No.1, 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury —(Received January 29.) 


ts od — Constantinople, January 24, 1900. 
‘SINCE writing my despatch No. 27, Seeret, of yesterday's date, I have received a 
further telegram from Her Majesty's Consul at Bussdrah to the effect that the Germans 
have reported that they have found an excellent site for the railway terminus oo 
aie earlaw adie that they have ‘now left Zobets direct for Damascus without 
touching at Bussorah. He believes that they did not visit the Sheikh of Koweit, but 
is not sure of this = 
ener. Wratislaw has reported the above by telegraph the Visooy of Indi 
(Signed) 'N, R, O'CONOR. 
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No. 12. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received February 5.) 


(Ro. 815 Confidential.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, Januar 

__ WITH reference to my immediately preceding despatch, Commercial, of the 24th 

instant, I have the honour to report that I have just received a telegram from 

Mr. w ra slaw (which he bas also sent to the Viceroy of India), of which the following is 

paraphra: a 

“The Germans have written that they will certainly take their line to Koweit, where 

they ave beet al received by the Sheikh. Before proceeding to Damascus they 

intend vey the route along the right nk of the Euphrates, er visit 

ee urvey the route along the right bank of the Euphrates, and perhaps to visit 

T have, &e. 


(Signed) R, O'CONOR. 





13. 


ly to Foreign Office. —(Received February 12.) 


Admiralty, February S, 1900. 
{ AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to ‘eamemlt 
herewith, for information of the Secretary of State, copy of a letter, dated the 
Man ac wnmander-in-chief on the Enst Indies st 
relative to the proceedings of certain Germans at Kathama Bay terminus railway, 
ion of the Sheikh of Koweit, rad en 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) B 


Inclosure 1 in No, 13. 


Rear Admiral Bosanguet to Adwiralt 
a anyuet to Admiralty, 
Sir, " = 
5 . Eclipne,” at Cateutta, January 17, 1900. 
1 HAVE the honour to forward herewith, for the information of the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, the decypher of telegram received by me_yesterds 
from Captain Denison, Her Majesty's whip “ Melpomene,” Senlor Naval OfScer inthe 
Persian Gulf obverving that I have furnished the Government of Indi with a copy of 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) DAY 1. BOSANQ’ 


Inclosure 2 in No, 13. 


Captain Denison to Rear-Admiral Bosanquet. 
ol if a 
(Telegraphic. “ Mel 
Melpomene,” at Bushire, January 16, 1900, 

_ ARRIVED yesterday. Letter gone by mail. ’ Interview with Sheikh Koweit 
satisfactory. Germans have gone to secure Kathama Bay terminus railway, which 
they intend to acquire direction of from Turks, ignoring Sheikh. I eonsider Kathama 
Bay, in overyrerpect, best harbour in Persian Gulf, and think that should not be 

10 England, as it can be made a most important naval and military station, 
Laake aoa important naval and military station. I 
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No. 14. 
Captain Denison to Admiral Douglas.— (Communicated by Admiralty, February 14.) 


Dear Admiral Dougla % Melpomene,” at Persian Gulf, January 14, 1900. 

AVE are just returning to Bushire from a visit to Koweit, . . . . A telegram men- 
tioned that the German Railway Commission and surveyors had reached Busrah from 
Beniad, and that they were going overland to Koweit. I talked it over with Colonel 
Mande, and be wrote to the Consuls at both those places: from Bagdad he heard 
that the German Consul-General for that place was with the party, und that he stated 
he bad ‘Turkish authority to survey for the railway as far as Busrah, and that he was 
Roing on to Koweit to arrange with the Sheikh for a terminus for the line at Koweit; 
£F Wrratistaw (the Consul) wrote front Busrah saying that the German Consul-General 
ainied he had Turkish authority to go to Koweit to fix the site of the railway ter- 
sunus, and. that he didn't sce “where the Sheikh came in,” two quite different 
statements. 

Colonel Meade immediately communicated with the Viceroy and got permission 
for me to visit the Sheikh and gave me a message for him. I arrived at Koweit yes 
terday morning, and landed at once with Mr. Gaskin (British Vice-Consul at Bashire) to 
act as interpreter. « 

The Gheikh was very friendly, and is ready to do everything the Government 
wishes. He showed and gave ine a copy of a letter from the ‘Turkish Commande 
Thief at Bagdad, ordering him to further the wishes of the German Company, & 
feltold me the railway Company want to acquire—by purchase or by paying, hi 
se teal subsidy to protect the line—S or 4 miles of the shore at the west end of the bay 
(Kathima Bas). ‘The west end of the bay is the mo ble place for a railway 
daaviiss as there are 5 fathoms of water close to the shore, and that is the least depth 
of water in that part of the harbour. 

‘\ Tee this Hoe is built a mew town will spring up round the terminus, and it will 
be n very important place. I think the Company sh ould be allowed half-a-mile of fore- 
vmore,or a mile at most, and inthe event of our ever assuming » Protectorate over 
Kascit it would be advisable to secare a portion of the harbour and foreshore for military 
WAL naval purposes, and sufticient land for a Residency, &e,,and that the Harbour- 
master should bean Englishman, &c, In fact. this valuable port should be secured to 
Fngland and regulated by English officials without delay ; otherwise it will be much 
Hing didicalt ina few years’ time to get any effective control of the place, After my 
Meteview with Sheikh Mubsrek he sent some of his officials to show te over the town, 
inter vas struck with the orderly behaviour of the people, the cleanliness of the streets, 
ial the brisk trade that war going on ; it is a vory different place to Bushire 

Beliove me, Xe. 
(Signed) JOHN DENISON, 





. 18. 
Insdia Office to Foreign Office (Received February 27.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lori George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy ‘of inclosures 
in Government of India Foreign Scoretary's letter ed the th February, respecting 
the proceedings of the German Railway Commission at Koweit. 


India Office, February 26, 1800, 
SSS 


Inclosure 1 in No 1 
Major Melvill to Government of Indi 


(Confidential.) Bagdad, December 18, 1899. 

WITH reference to your Memorandum, dated the 6th November, 1899, 
forwarding a copy of a despatch, datod the 1th September, 1809, from Ir 
Majesty's Ambassador at Berlin to the Marquess of Salisbury, I have the honour to 





report that the members of the German Coimission charged with the preliminary 
investigations for the projected extension of the Anatolian Railway to Bagdad 
arrived here on the 12th instant. ‘The next day Herr Stemrich, with the G 
Consul, called on me, Herr Stemrich inquired what number of pil 
from India vid Bussorah, and L informed him that pilgrimage from India had been 
stopped by the Turkish authorities since the appearance of plague in India, but that 
he might possibly he able to obtain from Bombay the figures for years prior to the 
issue of the prohibition. 

2 Lunderstand that the members of the Commission leave Bagdad in a few 
days for Bussorah, whence they will travel to Burope vii the Euphrates Valley 


Inclosure 2 in No. 15, 
Major Melill to Government of India. 


(Confidentiat,) Bagdad, December 28, 1800, 
IN continuation of my letter, dated the 18th instant, T have the honour to report 
that T hear that the German Com charged with the preliminary 
investigations for the projected extension of the Anatolia Railway to Bagdad leave 

by river steamer for Bussorah on the S1st instant. 

T understand that Herr Stemrich does not consider that the financial prospects 
I hear also that Herr von Kapp has stated 
that the accomplishment of the scheme depends on the acquisition of a port in the 
Persinn Gulf, viz., Koweit, but that a coneession for the construction of the railway 
has alread ually granted. { am informed that one of the principal objets 


of the Comt whother the Sheikh of Koweit, 
will be disposed 


3 Fhavo reported to. Her Majesty's Amb tinople what I have 
heard rogarding thix matter, and Lain informing Her Majesty's Consul at Bussorah and 
the Politieal Resident in the Persian 


Inelosure 3 in No. 16. 
Linutenant-Colonel Meade to Goveroment of Indiv 


raphic.) Butkire, January 23, 

KOWEIT: your telegram of the 18th January 

T have not sent mane again, but propose, with approval of the Govem- 
ment of India, sending Gaskin in" Lawrence” to n what is being done. 
“Lawrence” goes to Shat-cl-Amb shortly, and a visit to Koweit nocd not excite 
remarks, I will take this opportunity to represent that the establishinent of German 
influenco at Koweit will certainly seriously aifect our position throughout the Persian 
Gulf, and T venture to recommend our own preponderating influence at the place 
should be maintained to the exclusion of any other. “Lawrence” should, L think, 
abo visit Kathama Bay, 


Inclosure 4 in No. 15, 


Consul Wratislaw to Government of Inia. 


Melegraphic.) Bussorah, January 28, 1900, 


jy, TELE Germans left Zebeir to-day dirvet for Damascus without touching at Bussorah, 
They have written that they found an excellent site on Koweit Harbour. I am not 
sure, but I think that they did not visit Sheikh, Embassy informe 


Inclosure 5 in No. 16. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Meade to Government of India. 


"1 vhic Bushire, January 25, 1900. 
Can she visit Kowcit as T proposed 


— 


Tnclosare 6 in No. 16. 
Conrul Weatistaw to Government of India, 


Bussorah, January 2 
telegraphic ) y 
. ee TER received from the Germans state that they were well ree 


ik, and will certainly take their line there. ‘ 
Se an om euryey the route along the right bank of the Euphrates and 


perhaps visit Bagdad again before finally proceeding to Damascus. Constantinople 
informed. 


closure 7 in N 
Government of India to Léeutenant-Colonel Meade 


r 5 Calcutta, Janvary 26, 1900, 
Cree Ta setograms, 23rd and 26th January. Gaskin way visit Kowoit in 
“Lawrence” at propesed, and should, ascertain what occurred Government of 
Tndia attach due importance to your views, and have reason to beliove that British 
‘Ambassador at Constantinople is Being consulted on tho subject 


a 


Inclosure 8 in No. 15, 
Lietenant-Colonel Meade to Government of India 


Buahire, 
(Confidential.) 26, 1000. 
continuation of my telegram of the 11th instant, I P 
Fr estat ship “Melpomene” returned this seta ng from Koweit, and 1 
st received a letter of to-day’s date from Captain J. 1 R 
i Sucse Poriaa Gulf Di h, swith inclosures, is forwarded 
jerewith for the early information of the Government of India. 
A Ray fof the tracing of the west end of Kathama Bay, referred to as 
aragraph & of Captain Denison's letter, will follow Inter on, as it cannot, be prepare 
Pe ime to go by the mail steamer which leaves to-day Pak tier 
$. I beard yesterday, by telegram, from Mr. Wratislaw, Her Britannic Majesty's 
Consul at Bussorah, to the effect that the German Railway Mission had started for 
Koweit, and 1 will inquire from you, by telegram, if, in view of this, the Government 
of India wish the Senior Naval Officer to return to that place. 








Inclosure 9 in No. 15. 
Consul Wratislaw to Government of In 


Bussorah, Jonuary 13, 1900, 

I HAVE the honour to confirm my telegram to his Lordship the Viceroy of the 
6th instant, concerning the arrival at Bussorah of the German Railway Commission, and 
to inclose a copy of a Report which T have addressed on this subject to Her Majesty's 
Ambassador at Constantinople. 


[nclosure 10 in No. 15. 
Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. OConor, 


(Beoret,) Bussorah, January 18, 1900. 

T HAVE the honour to confirm my telegrams to your Excellency Nos. 11 and 12 
of the 5th and 6th instant, reporting the arrival at Bussorah of the German Commission 
which is engaged on a preliminary survey of the proposed railway line from Constanti- 
nople to Bussorah through Bagdad. The principal members of the Commission are 
Herr Stemrich, German Consul-General at Constantinople, and Herr von Kapp, Chief 
Engineer of the Anatolian Railway. I had several conversations with the former 
gentleman, and gathered from him that the result of their journey up to now has been 
far from encouraging, ‘The line, in his opinion, could not pay, certainly not for many 
years, and it wns in any case essential that it should have @ terminus on the Persian 
Gulf, for which they proposed to select a site on Koweit Harbour, 

Hort Stomrich poke quite open! subject, and scemed to have no 
idea that Great Britain might rise any objection. I hi ikh of Koweit 
might possibly have a word to say in the matter, but Herr Stemarich replied that the 
Sheikh’s foclings woro a matter of indifference to the Company, which could come to 
an agreement with the Sultan and leave His Tznperial Majesty to take measures to 
enforce it locally and bring his vassal to reason. ‘They did not even propose to visit 
Mubarak, but should, if possible, avoid the town of Koweit altogether, as, from a study 
of the chart, the spot which soemed most suitable for their purpose was at the end of 
the harbour furthest from the sea and some miles off Kowelt 

Lam of opinion, however, that in this matter Herr Stomrich’s attitude was more or 
less affected. In the course of a subsequent conversation, { remarked that I thought 
that the personal sifety of the members of the Commission would be more assured had 
they previously written to the Sheikh announcing their intention of visiting his 
territory; and the Consul-General replied that he thought so too, but that he was sure 
that Mabarak would oppose the railway scheme and would as likely as not forbid their 
Visit if previously advised of it, in which case they would be placed in a very awkward 
position. I further learn that they applied to the Vali, and also to Mohsin Pasha who 

he troops here, for n lettor of introduction to the Sheikh. Both declined 

Hamdi Pasha because he had applied for instructions to Constantinople and 

had received none, and Mohsin Pasha because he could take no such step without 

onlers from his superior officer, the Mushir at Bagdad. A similar application to the 

Nakib of ‘Bussorah, to whom they had a letter from Abdul Khuda of Constantinople, 
was also ineffectual 

T gathered that the line from Koweit to Bagdad would not touch at Bussorsh, but 
would pass to the south-west of this town through Zebeir to Suk-el-Shuyouk. It is 
hoped that then Koweit would quite cut out Bussorah as a port, on account of its 
obviating the delay and expense inourred by vessels crossing the bar of the Shat- 
el-Arab, 

Herr Stemrich did not inform me in so many words that a concession had actually 
been granted to the German Company as far as Koweit, but I hear that the German 
Consul at Bagdad (whose district includes this vilayet) stated this to be the case in a 
letter to the Vali introducing the Commission. I also hear that Messrs. von Kapp and 
Stemrich declared that as the result of their investigations along the proposed route 
they could only reckon on a revenue of 3,000 fr. per kilom., whereas they wanted 
16,000; and that the line could not be made unless the Porte undertook to make up 
the latter amount, and gave satisfactory guarantees of its ability to do so. 


n 


The Vali gave them an escort as far as 
th exercised in mind during their visit to 
tinople, has maintained an 


‘The Commission left to-day for Koweit 
Zebeir only. His Excellency has been mucl : 
Bussorah, and, in the absence of instructions from Constant 
attitude of masterly inactivity. 


uestions, but he has expressed al ed t 
ia he, in strict conflderes, whether it was really true, as reported, that Great Britain 
hada secret Agreement with the Sheikh of Koweit. The Dragoman, who knows 
nothing about the matter, replied that this was another of the calumnies which the 


envious are ever inventing to discredit Her Majesty's Government. 


I have avoided meeting him, fearing embarrassing 
his anxiety to my Dragoman, whom he also asked to 





Ne. 16. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received February 27.) 


eis Aialty, Pebruory 28,1900 

— ¢ my c% ‘ Admiralty to transmit 
TAA commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 

herewith, for the information of the Seeretary of State for Forvign Affairs, copy’ of 

Mater dated 19th uttimo from the Captain of Her Majesty’s sip *“Melpomene,” and 

Of its incloxures, relative to his visit to Koweit aud the state of affxirs there, 


A similar letter has been addressed to the India. Off 
mi been addre 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


————— 
Taclosure 1 in No. 16. 
Captain Denison to Reer-Admiral Boranquet 


Sir, « Melpomene," at Bushire, January V5, 1900, 

” EN continuation of my lettor of the 31st December, T have the honour to report 
that Her Majesty's ship “Sphinx” has romained on the southern part of the Gulf 
nee arta Majesty's chip “Pigeon lett Jask on the 20th December for Arab and 
Persian Ports and’ Bushire (I inclose her proceedings) and arrived here on the 
Sth January, and left the same evening for the Shat-cl Arab. : 

‘Commander Moubray reported that the cal situation was unchanged since 
the visit of the Political Resident in Royal Imperial Majesty's ship “Lawrence” | 
November last, but that the Agent at Sharjah stated that a bad epidemic of plague 
and cholera existed at nearly every village along the Oman coast, especially at Ajmnn 


and Abu Shabi. 
8. There apy at 
the effect that the Germans were going to conti 
h to Koweit, making Koweit the terminus. 
Bane atiaeal Resident, Licutenant-Colonel Mende, ©.1R., then asoerta a from the 
Consul at Bussorah that this Company did not recognize the Sheikh at Koweit, which 
fact I telegraphed to you. The Resident also heard from the Consul-t Const at 
Bagdad that the Company were gin to deal dievetly with the Sheikh of Kowet 
ch is he reverse to what they told the Consul at Bussorah. 
vee Head ti ee auked me if Lwould go to Koweit, give the Sheikh a letter 
inelosed), and dictate the following message to him :— : 
(Pr Sele oper ete that the Government have heard that a German Railway 
Company wish to make Koweit the terminus of a railway which will pass through 
Bagdad and Bussorah ; that the Sheikh if he receives any overtures from the Company 
forland on which to erect the terminus or other buildings at Koweit, must inform me 
before coming to any sort of arrangement whatever, and must 
f tho Government of India in the matte 

aken Mr. J. ©. Gaskin, Vice-Consul on board to 
on the 12th, and arrived at Koweit at noon on the 
Sabah the same afternoon, and left. 
to-day, having 


ed early this month in the telegrams (Government) a statement to 
ns ae their survey for a railway from 








12 


carried out target practice off Karig Island, T inclose a copy of the letter I wrote to 
the Resident regarding Koweit, which contains full particulars of my interview with 
the Sheikh of Kow 
4. The health of the ship's company continues very good, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) JOHN DENISON, 
Captain and Senior Officer, Persian Gulf. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 16. 
Coptain Denivon to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade. 


Bir, ™ Melpomene,” at Bushire, January 15, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that, after taking the Vice-Consul Mr. J. C. 
Gaskin on board, T left Bushire at 6'vat. on the 12th instant, and arrived off Kowe 
at noon on the 13th, anchoring about 2¥ miles from the shore. 

2. I interviewed tt kh Mubarak-al-Subah at his house from 2 rast, till 
3:80 rat. the same afternoon, and gave him your letter and message. He was most 
friendly, and readily agreed not to take any steps in the matter without fully 
acquainting you of the German Railway Company's proposals, and said that he would 
follow tho advice of the Government in everything. 

3, He stated that he had received a letter from the ‘Turkish Commander-in-chief 
at Bagdad, asking him to befriend the Mission and do anything in his power to 
further their interests, and the Sheikh said that he was about to write 
subject when E ¥y's ship * Melpomenc” arrived. 

4, He appeared most sure of British support, 
could not resist the Turks for any length of time, and he considered British support 
much more valuable than that of any other Powor, he being much impressed with the 
prosperity of Babrein since ite protection by the British 

He said that he had beon informed privately of the railway Conspany’s intenti 

nd thoir line to Koweit, and that they wore desirous of acquiring 

of his land wloug the west end of Kathama Bay, eithet purchasing 
or paying hima cortain sum per annum and a further amount to protect the line 
his territory. T eonsider this is the best part of the harbour, and ly the most 
suitable for a railway terminus. A new town would quickly spring up, and there is 
suificiont water to enable large ships to get close inshe 

B. 1a vlew of a Proleotorate being ertablisbed and of oor using if xs » uaval 
station, a portion of this part of the harbour (west end of Kathama Bay, tracing not 
sent, should be retained, and somo of the foreshore for Government bui 

6. If a concession be granted to the railwa pany, T would sug 
line be kept some di Inland and not allowed to run along the shoro, as, in the 
event of a town springing up, the line would lie between the sea and the town 

7. After my interview with Shoikh Mubarak ns shown over tho 
town by somo of his officials, and was greatly struck by ly bebaviour of the 
coplo, tho cleanliness of the town itsolf, and the brisk trade that appeared to be 
arriesl on. 

§, L consider n fo f-war could easily protect the place from an attack by 

able force of troops would be nocossary to defond the territory 

rimined attack by the Turks in foreo, for although the people are a warlike 

ane cannot be sure to what extent they are to be relied upon against 
troops, 

MD: T incloso a letor which Sheikh Mubarak-al-Subah asked me to dot er to you. 
‘this letter is a reply to yours. 

10. Tam much indebted to Mr. J. C. Gaskin, Vice-Consul, for the valuable 
assistance he rendered during my interview with Sheikh Mubarak-al-Subah, both by 
his advieo and his services as an interpreter. 


jisciplined 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) JOHN DENISON, 
Captain and Senior Naval Opjicer, Persian Gulf 


Inclosure 8 in No. 16. 
Lirutenant-Colonel Meade to Sheikh Mubarak-al-Subah, Chief of Koweit 


(Translation from Anibic.) Bushire, Jenuary 12, 1900, 


E much pleasure in introducing to you Captain Denison, Commander of 
Majesty ship Bowes ne" and Senior Naval Officer, Persian Gulf, who is 


mus of making your acquaintance, and 1 hop will rooeive hin with the 


ne to his high rank 

Ain Denison will repeat to you certain communications which I have be 
instructed by the British Government to convoy to you, and I trust, therefore, you 
will give due regard and listen to all he may tell you. 


(Signed) J. M. MEADE, 
Political Resident, Persian Gulf 


Tnelosure 4 
Sheikh Mubarah-al-Subah, Chief of Koweit, to Liewtenant-Colonel Meade. 


(translation from Ambic.) a ery 18, 1900 
TN the moat blessed hour I received dated the 12th Jamunty 
te estes Naval Ofleer and Sa airs dip "Belper 
has ho pl t having made his nequaintance 


Herat Yo me he commas fo wha yon tetera under every 
Thad before this intended to send thoreof, and now the opportunity offers 
self, please God it will reach yon. 
Stl, please, Goll Wil 008 Toe cote Wis protection of. 
eh (Signed) MUBARAK-AL- 


5 in No. 16. 
De Commander-inschief, Turkish Forces, Bagdad, to Mubarak-ol»Subahy Chief of Korecit 


[Undated.] 
Translation from Arabic.) 4 oLndate| 
(OLE Conaul-Gencral for the German Bmpine, Mr sas cone here t 

the pary surveying te, and has now left for your parts in connection 


with his office. Ye owards itn, so aa to deserve his prais 


Mushir of tho 6th Army Corps 


Tnclosare 6 in 


7 of your Excellency’s Secret 
LAM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your vs 
the 17th January, and to th = you for es ee cere nahn 
re Sa con thot reteset te Govemment of nti The 
Jiressing the Government of Turkey or of Germany upon the subject is in the 
Sanieot He Majesty’s Government, who bave been made acquainted with the course 


Sir, 


have, &. 
(Binet ‘W. J. CUNNINGHAM, 


Secretary to the Government of Lndio. 








(Confidential) 
Sir, 1300. 
Lords 
of the 
dated the anuary, 
relative to the state of affairs 


WITH reference to previous correspondence, I am commanded 
Comet af aden acta hea a 
Scorctary of State for Foreign Affairs, extracts from a. | 
from the Captain of Her Majesty’s ship “ Melpomene,” 
at Kowei 2 A 
A similar communication has been addressed to the India Office. 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) 


Tnelosure in No. 17. 


Captain Denison to Rear-Admiral Bosanquet 
mas , Admiral Bosanguet. 
(Extract.) January 27, 1900, 
"THE Resident hore informs mo that tho Government of Thdin do not intend 
taking any further action at present at Koweit, preferring to wait till they see 
what the Germans d se 
It is my opinion that the German Government intend to secure the 
the Sheikh’ for themselves, na tho presence of the German Consul 
Constantinople with tho Railway Commission, points to greater things than a 
railway. terminus 
is possible that tho Sheikh of Kowuit would throw us over at any moment, i 
ie dhougih 1 ts edtuaing, and oly vga’ oF weakoas cu tho part Raglaod, sad 
‘8 wafficiont bribe would tompt him to do so rBhe 


Tt would be a blow to our in tho Gulf, and certainly a great loss 
Germans oF any other Power are allowed to acquire this por Ard ‘ 





No, 18. 
Sir N. O' Conor to the Marqueas of Salisury.—(Received March 6.) 


(No, G1. Seoret.) 

My Lord slantinople, Februar 90 
WITH referenco to my despatches ad No. 81, Confident al of sar 
ly, I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship 
herewith eopy of an ‘Her Majesty's 
Consul at Bussorah reporting the arrival at that place of the German Bagdad Railway 

uniniasion, and their subsequent departure for Koweit. ™ 
T have, &e 
(Signed) R. O'CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 18, 


Vice-Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O' Conor. 
(No. 2, Secret.) 
Sir, af Bussorah, January 13, 1900. 

1 HAVE the houour to confirm my telegrams to your Excellency Now. 11 and 13 
of the Sth and 6th instant reporting the arrival at Bussorah of the German Commission, 
which is engaged on a preliminary survey of the proposed railway line from Constanti— 


agdad, ‘The principal members of the Commission are 
rman Consul-General at Constantinople, and Herr von Kapp, Chief 
ineer of the Anatolian Railway. 
L had several conversations with the former gentleman, and gathered from him 
that the result of their journey up to now has been far from encouraging. ‘The 
in his opinion, ¢ yay, certainly not for many years, and it was in any case 
ntial that it st ave a terminus on the Persian Gulf, for which they proposed to 
select a site on Koweit Harbour. 
Herr St me on this subject, and seemed to have no 
3 T hinted that the Sheikh of Koweit 
sssibly have a word to say in the but Herr Stemrich replied that the 
kis feclings were a matter of indifference to the Company, which could come to 
an agreement with the Soltan and leave His Imperial Majesty to take mensures to 
euforee it locally and bring his vassil to reason, ‘They did not even propose to visit 
harek, but should, if possible, avoid the town of Koweit altogether, as, from a 
chart, the spet which seemed most suitable for their purpose was at the 
furthost from the sea, and some miles off Koweit. 
» that Herr Stemrich's attitude in the matter was more or 


of a subsequent conversation, T re t that the 
personal safety of the members of the Commission would be more assured had. they 

Previously written to the Sheikh announcing their intention of visiting his territo 
Prd the Consul-General roplied that he thought so too, but that he was sure that 
Mubarek would oppose ¢ aid would, as kely as not, forbid their 
visit if previously advined of it, in which ease they would be placed iu a very awkward 
1 that they applied to the Vali, and also to Mohxin Pastia, who 
ter of introduction to the Sheikh, Both declined 

‘ud applied for instructions to Constantinople 

ived nono, a because he could take no much step with 
‘om his superior officer, the Mushir of Bagdad, A similar application to the 
‘of Bassorah, to whom they had a letter from Aboul Khuda, of Constantinople, 

also ineffectual 
‘d that the line from Koweit to Bagdad would not touch at Bussorah, but 
joie to the south-west of thin town to Sukeel-Sbuyuk. It is hoped 
that Koweit would then quite ent ont Bussorah as a port, on account of its obviating the 
jelny and expense Sneurred by vomels crossing the bnr of the Shat-el-Arab, 

Herr Stemrich did not inform me in so many words that a Concession had actually 
boon granted to the Gi far_ax Koweit, but t hear that the German 
Consul at Bazdad (whose district includes this vilayot) stated thin to bo the cxso, in « 
Totter to the Vali inte t Talwo hear that Messrs. von Kapp and 
Stemrich declared (hat ws the result of their investigation along: the proposed route they 

id only reckon on a revenue af 9,000 fr, per kilometre, whereas they wanted 15,000 fe 
amd that the line could not be made unless the Porte undertook to make up the Intte 
amount, and gave satisfactory guarantecs of ita ability to do so, 

The Commission left touday for Koweit. ‘The Vali gave them an escort as far ax 

His Exeolleney has been mach exercised in mind during their visit to 
and in the absence of instructions from Constantinople has maintained an 
attitude of masterly inactivity. 

T have avoided mecting him, fearing embarrassing questions, but he bas 

ssed his ansicty to my Dragoman, whom he also asked to toll bim, in strict 
confidence, whether it was really true, as reported, that Great Britain had a Scerct 
‘Agreement with the Sheikh of Koweit, ‘The Dragoman, who knovs nothing about the 
Tnatter, replisd that this was another of the ealamnies which the envious are ever 
inventing to diseredit Her Majesty's Government. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) A. ©, WRATISLAW. 








10.) 


(No. 20. Confidential.) 
(Telegraphic) P. reh 10, 1900. 
T LEARN by a telegram from Her Majesty's Consul at Basra that the Russ 
gun-boat is to sail in a fow days, and will me British 
War-ship being still at Basra, Mr. Wratislaw su 
desirable, leave twenty-four hours before the Russia at and g 
Thave informed Mr. Wratislaw that your Laniship will send him inst 
If it is decided to send Her Majesty's ship, she should soan as possi 





Foreign Office to Admira 
nfidential,) at 
Foreign Office, March 11, 1900. 
I AM directed by tho Marq) Salisbury to tran am tologrann fr 
ty's Ambassador ai ton tel 
ved from Her Majesty's Consul 
the latter place is leaving in « fow days, and wi 
With regard to the question whether the British 
Sulisbury would sage: Lords 


SANDERSON 





1900 

IN continuation of my doopatch N Secret, 1898, I 
have thy honour to inclose an extr: urkish nowspaper ," reporting 
that orders have been gi the 6th 
t of new barracks at Katif, and th lion of 400 men 

Whether the Mushir will be supplied with the neo for this purpose 

be doubted, but the order indieaten a certain vigilance in those parte 

Thave 
(Signed) R. O'CONOR. 


Inolosure in No, 21 


Betract from the Tkdam," March 6, 1900, 
(Translation.) 
«IN consequence of the proposal made by the Vilayet of Basrab, which was approved 
in the competent quarters, we learn that orders have now given to the Mushir 
of the 6th Army Corps for the constraction of new bari sitaat th 
‘sea const in the Vilayet of Basrah, and the maintenance ther 





(Sceret.) err 
lotter of the 11th insta movement 
sof the Admir 

t the following te 
Station -— 
» Koweit, and remain f 


° Persian Gul 
request that you will state to tho. M 

has been sent to the Commander-in 

Direet ship at Busreh ta pr 

fow days.” 

tologram has beqn sent & 

etter that 

. Hor 


hint 
the Galt 
nwrelt would not excite any 


ald, the 
ial remark, and would be looked 
1 Officer of a ship employed in these waters 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


pon a y part of tho ordinary duty of tho 





No, 23. 


Sir N, O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury d March 19.) 


Constantinople, March 13, 1000. 

I referonce to my telegrau No. 5 of the 20th January, and to my despatchos 
1d 32 of the 24th and 47th of the same month, I have the honour to transmit 

rordship herewith copy of a despatch which T havo receivod from Her Majesty's 

Consul at Bussorah, relating the oventa which led to the dismissal of Hamdi Pasha and 


the appointment of Mohsin Pasha ax Valin hiv stead, 


(Signed) O'CONOR, 
Inclosuro in No. 28. 
Viee-Connul Weatistaw to Sir N. O'Conor 


fanuary 24, 1900, 
ant, reporting 


the disminal of Hamdi Pasha from the Biver sinco Handi" 


nent in April last, the Nakib of Bussorah, who is his Kxcellency's personal 
bofore, bas ben working to effect his downtall. Nhe 

», Boyid Thalib, to represent his interests at 

» forces with Sheikh Mabarek of Koweit who hai 
a rival to thie 


Co tinople. ‘he xecond was 
{ also lieve Mobsin to been bought by 


so reason to dislike an 
ali in the person o! 
to Hamdi and coveted his post 
Mubarek. 

Last September, when Mubarek 
Master at Koweit, he telegraphed to the Sultan that he was rea 
Majesty's orders conveyed to him direct, but he would not recognize the 

itted through 1 pnsequenice Mohsin (doubtless at 'Thalib's 
was nppointed to act jointly with the Vali in all matters concerning Koweit, 
then the Sultan w to have become more and more uneasy about ai 
Arabian Coast, « ars have been sedulously worked on by the Nakib'd son and: 
other supporters They have assured bim that Mubarck’s refra 
attitude is due « iit 
dismissed and Mobsin appoi 
be desired, and would even ps 
"1630] 


ed away the official seat to act as Harbour 


mauifested him by Hamdi, and, were the 1 


Visit to Bussorah to talk over matters and arrive nt 
r 





these comu 
N 
i, an honest 


his ‘vilayet well en¢ a 


him generally unpopular bee 
perulation and corruption. ; oars 
ohsin is excessively clated at bis promotion, esent he appears to be under 

My personal relatic the new Vali are very friendiy, but I do not consider him at 
all trustworthy gol 
L have, &e. 
. 0. WRATISLAW. 





(Confidential.) : 
Sir, 

WITH reference to Admiralty ltt : 
Stato for Foreign Affairs that i as Me 
Commander-in-chict 

et er 


EVAN MACGREGOR. 





Indin Office to Foreign 0} 


'YHE Under-Secretary of State for India 

Secretary of State fi n Affairs, and, by direction 

forwards herewith, for tly mation of the Secretary uf Stato, copy of inclosures in 

Government of India Foreig tary's letter, dated the 8th Mareh, regurding Kowoit 
India Office, March 27, 


ViewtenantC Government of India. 


(Consdential,) Dushirey February 5, 1900, 
T HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of Indi 
an interesting Report of his recent visit to Kowoit, submitted by Mr. Vic 
whom I sont to ascertain what was going on after receiving your telegr 
ultimo. ve is 
2. also forward copies of translations of a letter from 8 
sure, sent, as he told Mr. Gaskin, i ne 
down wail-steamer on the 30th ultimo. 
3. Mr A. C. Wrntislaw, Her Britannic Majesty's Consal 


eikh Mubarak, and inclo- 
rant, who arrived here by the 


toyoua 


id my own 

sly aifect our 

trongly 

is important phtee. 

ad in Indin demand 
how any 
it 

into with 


ill, I think, hold to it assured of onr support. 


Taclosure @ in No. 25. 


ith Sheikh Mubarak-al-Si f Kow dofa 
Vivit fo Kathama Bay. 


THE Royal Indl teamer “T » arrived off Koweit on Sunday, the 
8th January last, at ‘and anchored about 3 miles from the town, where 


1 it would be useful to take some soundings. 
nnd I proceeded on a vinit to the Sheikh, and 

la-bin-Attaij, the Chief Secretary, who informed us 
went out for a drive, and would bo bac 


old mo that three 
1 the 19th instant, and 
with them except’ on 
Tist passod during their 
Kon 
wo had som * am of the Sheikh, we went owt 
» round the Ia realdenice we were mot 
joned Haji Ali avido quietly ax we walked slotg, but he only ropeatod w 
nding that the Sheikh had refusod. tc fo any understanding with 


ak roturned at 0 at, ized for not being prosent 
receive ws when we landed, stating that when he saw the “* Lawrence” anchor at 
fra distance from the town he did not think that any one would land #0 early 

After conveyir nt's compliments, and exchanging the uaual courtesies, 
Sheikh Mubarak t y what passod during the visit of the German Mission, but 

ar ni and time for the Sheikh to go through his devotions, we cut our 
to. the ship, 
fore 1 told the Sheikh that, with a view to check the charty Captain 
Beauchamp desired to take some soundings ronnd the ship, also to proceed to Kathama 
Bay for similar reasons, and Shoikh Mubarak unhesitatingly replied thar Captain Beau- 
champ was at liberty as be pleased. 

‘On Monday morning T landed, and had a long interview with Sheikh Mubarak, He 
informed we that the German Mission on reaching Jehara, a village about 4 farsalh 
from Koweit, and «d about a milo to the interior of the west shore of Kathar 
Hay, wrote im two letters informing him of their approach, and asking for an intervie 
wilh him, ‘That he sent no replies to these letters, and on the 10th instant, at about 
} rat, the German Mission entered Koweit, and he provided them with a house and 
entertained them as his guests. 

was composed of AM. Stean Yonsul-General_ at Con= 
pp, the surveyor; an ¢ A interpreter, with about 
were accompanied by a Ind named Abdul Karim-bin-Hussecin-al- 
ah, but they had and browzht no letters 
jorah and Bagiad, and had only a letter of introdue- 
from the Commander-in-chiaf at Bagda 
That during the afternoon he had dly and brief visit from them, and they 





called on him again at night, and he recsived them in the presoi 
cipal mon of Koweit, ‘They explained to those present the nature of the 

regards the extension of the railway to Koweit, the fi 

develop the place, and the general benefit it y 

‘That on the following tial jew with 
‘They told him they have a ( c he Salta “ d railways 
dominions; the Sultan has vas ‘ ° s guarat 
to make it a success they desire t he line to Kathama Bay 
buy Kathama right out, ond obtain waichib and Al Ag 
present visit was only for the purpose of co 
greetings, and to try and come to some understanding with him as re 
mentioned ; they wish to obtain his co-operation and support, atid they also desire him to 
use his friendly influence with the numerous Aral Sheikhs through whose territories in 
the Euphrates Valley the line will and induce them to co-operate with the Com- 
pany, as they belicved he had authority and infu . That he would 
handsomely paid for any land purchased and ani that they will satisfy the petty 
tribes and Sheikhs who claimed the lands for grazing purpos 

‘That the trade of the place will increase extensively, and, consequently 

msiderably, and the value of pro 
place will become the centre of trade, in fret an bay, and that there will be 
plenty of work for ev 

‘That a Tine of la chant-vouncls will be established to feed the railway and for 
conveyance of cargo and passengers. 

‘That if he comes to an arrangement with the Railway Company and agrees to their 
Proposals, he and his successorn will have the support of Germany, both by 
water, and a man-of-war will bo stationed at the place for ils protection, 

Sheikh Mubarak declared that, in reply, ho told them that be did not understand 
whether they had come on their own account or ow behalf of the Sultan ; if on be 
the Sultan, then he would havo yiven them a letter to hits 

‘That ho desired them to understand that h kno. the Sultan of Turk 
as the Head of the Mahommedan world, and docs not consider himself a subject of 
Turkey, and does not acknowledge Turkish sovereignty over Koweit territory, and if 
any demands are made to him by the Sultan they will be rejected, 

‘That, on the other hand, neither ke nor the Arabs wished foreigner to obtain a 
footing in their torritory, atid ho will not agree to their proposals, ax tho Arabs will 
not consent to their plains and grazing-grounds being absorbed by foreigners for a 
railway; also, he could not guarantee the safety of the line, or be rexponsible for 
any bloodshed, as the Arabs arc a free and an independent peopie, 

As regard his using his influence over the other Shoikhs, he told the 
his nominal authority was limited to the district of Kowelt, and ° 
‘or authority over the Arab Ohiefx in the Euphrates Valley; he therefore cannot h 
them. 

Sheikh Mubarak furthor statod that, after earing hin reply, mans told hin 
that they were very anxious to come to an amicable understanding with him, and obtain 
his friendly support; that they were returning overland to Constantinople to arrange 
matters, and from there the German Ambassador will eith munieate by letter 
to him the final termx they wish to make, or else depute # special person to arrange 
terms with him, 

he Germans then offered him a present of six Mauser rifles, a gun having two 
barrels for shot, and ono rifle, four watches, two saddles, xnd three cloaks. They alve 
presented fifteen Turkish liras (equal to 18/. 10s.) to be dintributed between the Sheikh's 
Nervants. ‘The Sheikh politely returned the prexents, with the cash, and told them they 
were his guests, and it is not & custom with the Arabs to take gifts from their guests. He 
therefore eannot aecept thom, 

It appears no mention was made as to what the Company is prepared to pay for the 
Purchase of Kathama, the lease of Chawaichib and Al Aghthi, or subsidy for the 
Protection of the line. 

The Mission left Koweit at about § .1t. on the 20th instant, and on their way back 
they visited Kathama, 

Sheikh Mubarak subsequently heard from a friend that on the arrival of the German 
Mission at Zobeir the Consul-General nent a long telegraphic message to the 
mbassador at Constantinople, and, after engaging transport, they proceeded towards the 

phrates Valley without ealling at Bussora. 

As there is nothing on the maps and charts to show where Kathama is, and the 


to him the Ger 


a 


*Lasrence” was abont to proceed up the bay, T asked Sheikh Mubarak to send a man 
with us to point oat the place, and he very kindly complied. 

Sheikh Mubarak told me that he considered sending letters through Fao rather 
risky, owing to the proximity of the Turkish telegraph office to the British station, and 
Bahirein being too far, he intrasted the report he regarding the visit of the German 
Mission to Koweit to a faithful Jew, who went to Bussorah to eateh the down ronil- 
steamer leaving Bussorah on the 28th January for Bushire. ‘The Sheikh further snid 
that Koweit boats frequently go to Mohamerah, and it would be more convenient to him, 
and much safer, if he could send letters to the Resident through Mohamerah. 1 told 
him that Mr. W. MeDouall, Her Britannic Majesty's Vice-Consul, resided at Mohamerah, 
and whenever he wished he could hand his sealed letters to our Secret News Azent, who 
will put it in another cover with a forwarding note to Mr. McDouall, requesting that he 
will forward it on to the Resident, 

He also told me that he has every desire to carry out the wishes of the Brit 
Government, and will do nothing without referring to the Resident. I replied that it ix 
difficult for a Chief in his position to judge what trouble, complications, and consequences 
may be brought about through coming to an agreement without considering every factor, 
and that, so long 2s he left the matter in the hand of a wise friend like the British 
Government, he may be assured that his interests will be given duc consideration when 
ho in advised ax to what he should do. 

From the Sbeikh’s conversation I got an impression that he was either afraid that, 

i the instrumentality of the 


tion the rest of Koweit territory, or els 

which will eventus amerous disputes 
district and the foreigners. 

to our Agent on shore undisturbed, I asked him 

“ Lawrence” that evening, I questioned him when he came on 

J, and ax T could get nothing out of him beyond what J had already heard, T warned 
him that in the future he must be more on the alert, and try to get news and information 
of what may goo gh other sources than the Chief. I told him abont sending 
letters throt Mr. Vic tnd instructed him to send me 
‘a complete statement of duty loviod by tho Chief on all exports and imports, as well as 
of the weights and measures used in the place, as it would be useful information for our 
merchants in the event of the district b ee up. 

‘The “Lawrence” left Koweit on Tuesday, the 30th instant, and proceeded up 
Kathama Bay. I landed with Sheikh Mubarak’s man, who took me to Katl ua, the 
place the Germans wish to buy out. ‘The place poiuted out to me was a low point 
running out about 5 furlongs from the north shore, and appeared to me about 3 to 
4 milos west of the most conspicuous point shown on the chart, ‘The shore behind 
Kathama Point ix low, and has a depth of about 2} miles all along the coast, whero it 

s with steop cliffs from 100 to 200 fect high, and beyond the cliffa, about 3 to 

wt, the ground rises, and high mounds are to be seen, Whother, beyond those 

mounds, the land falls away again, or remains the same altitude, 1 was unable to ascertain. 

Chawaichib, I was told, was about 2 to 2} miles to the north-east of Kathama Point, and 

Al Aghthi is on the north coast, above the cliffs. Itseems to me from what I can gather 

‘the Germans want to obtain a plot of land about 20 square miles or so, huving 

on the west, the second range of mounds on the north, and Chawaichib on the 

agi appears to be deep water, sulliciont for a vessel drawing 18 fect of water, to 
get to about s quarter of a-mile of Kathama Point. 4 

‘The “ Lawrence” remained in Kathama Bay the whole day, and left on Wednesday 

moring, and, after landing Sheikh Mubarak’s men at Koweit, proceeded on her voyage 
hire, i 

% apie Beauchamp took the opportunity to take several lines of soundings 

the bay, and fixed the position of Kathama Point without erecting any marks or flags 

either on shore or at sea, He will submit a report on Kathama Bay to Resident. 

‘The above report was prepared by Mr, Gaskin, Extra Assistant Resident and 


Vice.Consal. 
oe (Signed) _-M. J. MEADE, Lieutenant-Colonel, Resident. 
Bushire, February 5, 1900. 
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Tael 


Sheikh Mubarak-al-Subah, Chief of Koweit, to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade. 


(Translation) 
(After compliments.) Tanweery 

I BEG to inform you of the arri a He arriv 
about 1 rat. on the 1th J 
about $ a.1. He bad no letter fi wernment, or from the W: 
Bussorah, of anybody else, exept anc y forinchicé at Bagtad 
of which has already been sent to you. a letter from him ¢ 
he arrived. 1 did not reply to ¢ 
conversation with me was in co 


advantageous if it could be ext it tonal poses toate 
To lacceds to bis wishes, He ma 

the land would rise, and that w 
aud the advantage would be perp 
therefore asked for my consent and assistance the work 
railway. Thave not given hi an an wa ane 
work was not viewed with favour by my poople and the t 


t if railway was built the rent and the valu 
h lira now would be wor 


my consent in a mattor which war ptable to them. Iie re 
power over all your subjects on land and at sen, and Kathama is your teretory 
do ororything agreeable to you and to your tribe. After my relurn to Constantinople, 
nd after something definite has been decided in regard to the extension of railway to 
athama, we will proceed exaetly according to your wishes, and it will be for your good. 
Twill let you know about the matter, or and a man to receive ‘reply 
from you,” 
This what passed between us, and it appears that the object is the construction of 
raileay. He haa ef, bur have not given my consent, ——— 
As Tand my territory aro under the protection of your Government, I vill never 
give my consent; neither will I have communication with other Gov My 
‘affairs are to be dealt with through you, and { will do all you desire. e 


Inclosuto 4 in No. 25, 
MM. Stemrieh and Von Kapp 


(Translation,) 
{After eampliments,) 

THE German Consul-Genoral, Stemrich, and Mf. vou Kapp, ongincer, havo come from 
Consastinople with view to making » rary, abl they w Kowelt, and are 
desirous of interviewing you. 





No, 26, 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salixbury —( April 18.) 


(No, 180. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, Aprit 10, 1900. 

T TOOK on opportunity yesterday afternoon, in the courvo of nn interview with 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs, to rofer to the visit which the German Railway Com- 
mitsion had paid to Kowelt with a view, ns it was reported, to 4 arbour and terminal 

on for the Bagdad Railway. 

L reminded his Excellency of the observations I lind made to him when there was 
a rumour that the Turkish Government proposed to send » Customs Inspector and 
Harhour-master there, and of his Bxcellency’s assurances that the matter would be 
dropped. 

I said that Her Majesty's Government did not desire to interfere with the 
statur quo or with the Sultan's authority in those parts, but that they could not, in 
view of their great interests in the Persian Gulf, view with inditf 
which would alter the existiug condition of affairs 


rights or privileges over territory belonging to the Sheikh of Koweit with whom Her 

Majesty's Government had certsin agreements. I added that T trusted his Excellency 

would bear these re jn case any proposals were made conilieting with 

our inte E dently as such proposals would probably also 
conflict with the ts of Turkey. 

His Excell he would take note of my observations, but he did not 

me for any explanations or show any desire to enter into a discussion on the 

a di ment have already # fairly correct 


Gorman Ambassador called upon me. I inquired about 
¥ Commission, aud whether they had delayed here on 
‘on Marschall said that they had stop 

lo opportunity of talking to them. 
nt from Mussorah that they had visited Ko 
st of the great railway enterprise wh 
w that Her Majesty's Government had 
ough not opposed to the 
any concession of tervitory to 
Government, I was ar 
h capitalists from participating upon fair terms in 
Railway, and L thought it therefore a friendly aot to 
ich the Sheikh of Koweit stood towards Hor Majesty's 


sonistio to the Ottoman Government in this position, 
in the Pervian Gulf that wo could not afford to lo 

osals tonding to alter the condition of affairs, I felt 

the interest of the Anatolian Railway to do anything 

ish subscribers, and he knew that wo wore particularly alive 

parts, A 

1! anid that ho understood me to say that Her Majesty's Govern- 

h tho Sheikh of Koweit which prevented him from alienating 

'y to unothor Power without the consent of Her Majesty's 


srrectly understood me. His Excellency then said that 
prevent tho construction of a milway, and that ho was 
provoking eling in England which would 
nting British eapltal from taking part in the construction of 
nT did There would. bo. any. scrioun 
an understanding which would reconcile our interests with 
and that Lwas glid to see that already negotiations had 
Anatolian Railwa: he two British Companies of the 
vigation Company, British Indin Company, whioh 
ually advantageous to both partios. 
von Marschall had heard of these negotiations with much satis! 
tioved that for Bng! nd Germany tho result would be mutually 


Jonce which your Lordship was good enough to send me in your 
antial, of the Srd April, made it, T consider, desirable that I 
explicit in my remarks to the German Amabassador than 

‘some months ago. I was anxious that no doubt should re 
fhe position in which the Sheikh of Koweit stood towards Her 
vnment, and to make it quite clear that the Sheikh was not at liberty 
ioe aljenate to the railway Company, eithor the Harbour of Kathama 
iit of his tersitory without the consent of Her Majesty's Govorn- 


Baron yon Marschall will carefully report my language to 
He seemed, I thought, disturbed when I alluded to the subject, and 

nd out how much I knew of what had passed betwoen the Railway 

1 the Sheikh Mubarek, yet unwilling to question me on the subjec 

Inthe course of the conversation he said that Koweit wasa part of the Turkish Empir 
which I promptly replied that we did not want to disturb the status quo, but that the 
Sheikh war not a free agent ot at liberty to cele or alienate his territory without our 
consent. _H. ot pursue the subject, though he evidently had not heard my state~ 

ment with satisfaction. 





With good management it ought not to b 
between the Anatolian Railway Company 
Navigation Companies on ; which w 
any subsequent negoti n Her Majesty's Gi 
but to this end I venture to think it is of supre 
the Sheikh of Koweit well in han 
faithful observance of the 
Government, may, in the € 
‘way of settling the 


gement, which he has entered into v 
ove the most satisfactory, as well 2 


I have, é 
(Signed) 





India Ofice to Foreign Office —(Received April 23.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamil 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Sectotary of Stato, copy of inclosure in 

letter from the Secretary to the Government of India in the Foreign Department, 
dated the 6th April, relative to German railway ente in the Euphrates Valley. 

India Office, April 21, 1900. 


Inelosuro in N 
Assistant Resident, Persian Gulf, to Government of India 


(elegenph March 29, 

GASKIN reported 25th March Haji Ahmad, an Algerian enginecr in employment 
of German railway from Euphrates Valley, is at Bahrvin, and states that he had come 
to engage pilots to take two Gorman morchantmon, di ive beginning of April, 
to Koweit. Ho says that ships contain lange number netisans and snaterial for building 
pier Kathama Point. 





No, 28, 
‘The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir N, O'Conor 


Foreign Office, Aprit 24, 1900. 
I HAVE received your Excellenoy’s despatch No. 130, Confidential, of the 10th 
instant, reporting the conversations which you had with th oe for 
Foreign Affairs and with your league on the subje 
existing between Hor Majésty’s Goverament and the Sholkh of Kk: 
‘The language held by your Excellency on these occasions 
Majesty's Government. 


(Signed) 





No. 29, 


Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received Apri 
Confidential.) / Ne obs 
Bir, Admiralty, April 25, 1900, 
TAM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State, extract from a letter from the Commanding 
Officer of Her Majesty’s ship “ Sphinx,” dated the 26th March, relating to the state of 
afairs at Kowoit. 
A similar communication hins been made to the India Office. 
Tam, & 
el) EVAN MAOGREGOR, 


Incl 


Commander Phillipps to the Senior Naval Officer, Persian 


(Bxtract.) 
THE Russian gun-v 
sailing at 4 rot. on the 18th 
whom the ta. present. 

T called on Sheikh Mubaral 
on the projec ilway. He told mi 
hho said that, i the Arab: 

‘The Russian © from Bas 
Koweit, it he aten 

I left Koweit at 10 a.xt. on the 


1 Gilyak" arri 
ashir ting with the Sheikh, to 


Her Majesty's Ship “ Sphinz,” March 20, 1900, 


and anchored at 9 Pat, on the 17th, 


on, the subject turned 
ying at Koweit, and 

would not j the railway built, 
: “Gilyak" and was left at 


sceoded to Bust 





ind Railway Cor 

pier at Kow 

Pivthhs news seems to ra 

issioners only returned a fe 
explained by 

pprohended from the underst 

jovernment, and to take adva 

atter to thoir own ai 

It Is pomible, of 

assurances that 1 
would like to 
report from Bab 

Tn any caso T would a 
touch with the Sheikh of Kows 
will gland, al 
nt boing ap 


noantisne I will tr 


sed April 30.) 


Constantinople, April 26, 1900, 
welvo your Lordship's tele 

reported from Rahroin that ¢ 

making artingements for the construction of 


in view of the fact that the Railway 
that if it be true I am afraid it can only bo 
mpany to forstall any difficulties to be 

oon the Sheikh of Koweit and Her Majesty's 
in South Afvion to sottle the 


the Minixt z Affairs: for definite 
ind has been snade, but before doing so 1 
s insteactions, and also to know whother the 
ax a positive Fast. ? 
ro the nocossity of kesping in very close 
venture to aggest that Mr. Weatislaw, who 
awulted ns to the advisability of British Sooret 
id given authority to weoure 


such means ns he may judgo necessary after consulting with the 


ind out from secret sources whether any agro 


von arrived at between the German Embassy and the Ottoman Government, 


Dut if such is the case it will no 


he kept very sect 
Thave, &e. 
(Bigned) R. N. O'CONOR, 





No. 31. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 11.) 


India Office, May 10, 1900. 
1 AM directad by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 


Sir, 


your letter, marked Immodiate and Confident 


lated the Ath May, inclosing a copy of 


ir N. O'Conor’s despatch No. 10, dated the 26th April. i : 
sen Tia Bicellonty inquires whether the repurt from Bahrein, relative to arrange- 
ments being in progress for the construction by Germans of a pier at Koweit, hns bee 


confirmed as a positive fact. 


‘The report was transmitted to the Government of Indi 


e 29th March hy the Assistant Resident in the Persisn Gulf, and it receives some 
Sots ae ristele from the letter, dated the 20th March, addressed by Commander 


(1630) 


i 





Phillipps to thi 
told him that the Ger 


Tas received 1 com= 
t Bahrein, to the 

» the 

Point 

Ast 

would 

every 

ent out at 

1 Govern 

nt over to 

adopt. should th 
cession of 1 sito 





question of pol 


May 28, 1900. 





0, 160, ¢ 26th ultimo, £ 
+ information o the alleged 
an Ruphentes 1 uel 


Wahrein 
ONOR. 


amit 





ho 2nd ultimo, from the Cor 
contemplated railway 
Company 


th Neuse eosediaiboe ' atl ere 


dated the LOth May’, togarding ioweit 


the plan has toway been sent to the 


sure 1 in No. 


SUBMITTED for int ant-Colonel Meade to Government of India. 
yo Turks are cleat, bt : stapled Bushire, February 15, 1900. 
f : 1900, T have the Nonour to 


ition of shipe in th 
« copy of s letter, dated the 


policy of P ieee . 
mans ‘and aire i 
with a tracing of Koweit Harbour. 
‘t that they may be communicate 


f and the Director, Indi 


Majesty's Governt 
J to his Excellency the Naval 


I have, &¢. 
MEADE. 





Sir, 
IN accordance with 


to the 
passing showers, l 
round the ship to # x 
On 
soundings were obtained by 
fixed the position of Kathama Poi 
On the morning of ¢ 
two hours at a position north-west of 
returned to Bushire, where I anchored about 830 4.21 
During the whole of the tir hip was 5 
Yack soundings were obtained 
The existing chart of Koweit, though faul 


good for present purpo Should, however, th 


a detailed survey of the wholo harbour would } 
places are incorrect, biit I 
ine to the northward. 
tho probablo fact of no on 
ated 1825, and changes 
ground ove 
f most she 
Kathaina Point is 
ip water bayond it 
A flat of soft mud oxte 
4 Which ma Mult t 
tunity of examin 
T should suppose that the ru 
A village called Je 
Kathama 
partially by bank of 
} mile inland of the 
covered with sorub, gr 
high called Al Aghthi, 
the ground rises gradually to a ridge some 
No cultivation was seen an the h 
T beg to inclose a tracing of th 
and coast-line of Kath 
It will be noticed that Kathama P; 
T account for as already explained. 


ke 
W. J. BEAUCHAMP. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 34. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Meade to Government of I 


[See Tnelosure 1 in 





No. 35%. 


The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir N. O'Conor. 
«No. 33.) 
(Telographic.) B. Foreign Office, May 30, 190 

TILE following is a confidential message from Mr. G. Mackensie, of the Beegeh 
Indian Steam-ship Company, to their agent, Mr. Lyle:— 

“Wo propose, if possible, to make Koweit a port of call for the weekly mail 
Steamers, and wish that you should proceed to Koweit in onder to endeavour to sbtain 
the Sheikh's consent to the scheme. You should also take steps to secure a good 

agent. 

«In the event of any objection on the part of the Sheikh, the Resident at Bushirc 
should be informed. Report fully on tho situation in Koweit, and communicate any 
information you are able to obtain as to whether land has been sold, or is for « le, as 
sent regard to the general proceedings of Germans, Russians, or others in the 

“I request that your Excellency will instruct Her Majesty's Acting Consul 
Bussoral to communicate the above to Mr. Lyle. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 84 
terview with Sheikh Mubarak-al-Subah, Chief of Koweit, and of a 


Memorandum of an in La pla beeiese 


See Tn 2 in No, 25.] 


ts et th 


Tnclosure 5 in No. 94, 


al-Subah, Chief of Koweit, to the Political 


fa letter from Sheikh Mubarek ff Kort te 


Tee he Persian Gulf, Bushire, dated the 


Resident in 


[See Inolosure 8 in No. 25.] 


a 


Inclosure 6 in 


Vice-Conmul Wrativlaw to Sir N, O'Conor, January 24, 1900, 


{See Inolosure in No. 28.] 


a 
Inclosure 7 in No, 34. 


Major P. J, Metvilt to Government of India. 
Bagdad, Jenuary 2, 1900 
aoe hate tho hoo 
 aation ot my lta date the 2h December, 150, 1 ave the bent 
1 Sort nformion of he Government of tay py of despa 
ar te Tre ata Sauaion engaged io tho survey 
Se sents poeedlags 


(Confidential,) 
to submit, for the 
Her Majesty's Consul 


eporting the arrival at Bussoral 
ve the reopowed railway from Constaatin 


SS 
Inclosure 8 in No. 4. 
1900, 


Vice-Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O'Conor, January 13, 


[See Tnclosure in No. 18.) 


el 


Inclosure 9 in No. St 


Lieutenant-Colonel Meade to Government of India 


Bushire, January 29, 1900, 
ated the 16th instant, T have the honour to 


(Confidenti 
eeament of India, a copy of the tracing 


IN continuation of my letter 
forward, for the information of the ¢ 
of a plan of Kathama Bay which form 
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35. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 31, 1900. 

WITH reference to your fetter of the 10th instant, I'am direeted by the Marquess 
of Salisbury to transmit to you, to be laid before the Secretary of State for India, the 
accompanying copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople," 
inquiring whether any further information has been received on the subject of the 
report which had reached Her Majesty's Vice-Consul at Bahrein that two German 
merchant steamers, with the necessary plant and workmen for building a pier, were 
expected about the middle of April, and that they would call at Babrein for pilots. 

A copy of a letter from the Admiralty is also inclosed, referring to this report.t 

Although suificient time has now elapsed for the contradiction or confirmation of 
this report, no further intelligence respecting it has reached this Department, and I 
am to inquire whether Lord George Ha more recent informa- 
tion on the subject from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Bahrein or from other quarters. 

With reference to the inquiry by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty as to 
the policy of Her Majesty's Government in the event of a collision occurring between 
the Germans and Arabs, I am to state that Lord Salisbury scarcely thinks that an 
definite instructions to Her Majesty’s naval officers on the spot are required until 
some confirmation is received of the reported intention of German ships to visit Koweit, 
and until there is some indication of the methods of action which they intend to 
pursue, 

It appears to his Lordship that if the act of landing men and materials for the 
construction of a pier at Koweit were to be attempted by private persons without a 
mandate from some recognized authority, the Sheikh would be within his rights in 
spposing such an attempt, nnd, In this event, if any action is to be taken by Her 
Majesty's ships, Lord Salisbury is disposed to think that such action should be in 
support of the Sheikh's authority. 

His Lordship would wish to be informed if Lord G. Hamilton concurs in th 
view. 

Lam, &. 
(Signed) 1. H. SANDERSON, 





No. 36. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received June 2.) 
of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scorotary of State for Foroign Affairs, nnd, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the informat the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
to the Viceroy, dated the Ist June, rogarding Kowoit affairs, 
India Office, June 1, 1900. 


Inclosure in No. 36, 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of Indic 


(Totographie.) June 1, 1900, 
‘OUR Foreign Secretary's letter of 5th April last 
Have you any confirmation of reported visit of German merchant ships to Koweit 


with artisins and matorisl for construct ier? Lond Salisbury has agreed (0 
British India Company arranging with Sheikh to make Koweit port and 
sending their own native agent there. If Sheikh objects, Mr, Lyle, Comy 

is to communicate with Resident at Bushire, whom pleaso inform accordingly. Lord 
Salisbury further thinks that presence of ‘ship of war in neighbourhood would be 
desirable. 
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No. 37. 


India Office to Foreign Office—(Received June 8.) 


is letter of the Ist June, the Under-Secretary of State for 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
ton, forwards herewith, for the information of 

oy, dated the 7th June, 


WITH reference to 
India presents his compliments to the 
and, by direction of Lond George Han rm 
the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the V 
relating to the reported visit of German ships to Koweit. 

India Office, June 7, 1900. 


Inclosure in No. 37. 


Government of India to Lord George Hamilton. 
(Telegraphic). Fare June 7, 1900. 
YOUR telegram of Ist June. 
Kone es has ‘emantiy returned from Koweit, telegraphs, 5th June, that he 
bas no confirmation of the visit of German ships. “Haji Ahmed was at Bahrein 
20th May. Kemball his been informed about Lyle.“ Sphinx” and Ass v0 
Jask, and “ Woodlark." Their presence at Koweit does not in the 


seem necessary. 





No. 88, 
India Office to Foreign Office-—(Reovived June 15.) 


Indin Office, June Vr, 1900, 

[AM directed by Lord George Hamilton to reply to your letter of the Sist May, 

inclosing copies of papers regarding the alleged intention of certain agents of the 

German Buphrates and Bagdad Railway to constract a pict at Kowoit, No later 

formation on this subject has been received at the Endia Office than the telegram 

addressed to the Vieoroy on the Ist June and the ruply from his Excellency on the 
7th June, of which copies were forwarded to you on the sime dates. 

With regard to the concluding part of your letter, if the net of landing men and 
materials for the construction of a pier were to be attempted by private persons wit 
out any mandate from some recognized authority, Lord George Hamilton concurs 
Lord Salisbury's view that the Sheikh would be within his ondinary rights in opposing 
the attempt, His Lordship also agroes that, in such circumstances, and having regard 
to our relations with Koweit, if Her Majesty's ships interposo at all, they should do x0 
in support of the Sheikh's authority. Tam to observe, however, that porsons landing 
with this object on the coast of Koweit may be expectéd to come provided with some 
Kind of mandate, for which they will claim recognition. 


Sir, 


Tam, &. 
(Signed) "A. GODLEY. 





No.3 
Sir F, Lascelles to the Marquess of Salisbury.— (Received June 18.) 


0.156. Very Confidential.) 
Gee. Very Confiden Berlin, June 18, 1900, 


THE very friendly language whieh Count Balow held to mo yesterday, as reported 
in my immediately preceding despatch of this day's date, encouraged me to call his 
attention to a question in which Her Majesty's Government took considerable 
interest. A report had reached Her Majesty's Government that a party of German 
engineers had been to Koweit with the view of sccaring a suitable ‘site for the 
terminus of the Anatolian Railway, and although T had no instructions from your 

ject, I was convinced that Her Majesty's Government would 
furnishel with timely infcrmation if such an idea were to be entertained. 








I observed heikh of Koweit, though technically a subject of the Sultan 
enjoyed a lar of independence, and had, as your Lordship had informed 
Count Hata: ered into special arrangements with Her Majesty's Government. 

Count Bilow replied that if he remembered rightly, the information that Her 
Majesty's Government had. special arrangements with the Sbeikh of Koweit had been 

ven hy Her, Majesty's Ambassador at tinople to Baron von Marschall and 
not, by your Lordship to Count Hatefeldt. . It was: true that some German engineers 
had visited Koweit, accompanied by the German Consul at.Constantinople, whose local 

nowledge enabled him to be of great assistance. His Excellency had granted the 

onsul leave to accompany the engineers, but not in his official eapacity, aud so far no 
decision had been taken with regard to the terminus of the railway, and it was probable 
that some time would re the question was decided. " He would, however, 
take note of what [ had said, and with this view drafted a telogram t Hatefeldt 
to inform him of the desire { had expressed that timely information m iven to 
Her Majesty's Government when a decision was come to. 

I aguin said that’I had received no instructions from your Lordship to call 
attention to this question, and had only done so in the hope of avoiding any 
misunderstanding which might possibly arise in the event of the Sheikh of Koweit 
raising objections to the construction of a railway on his territory 

Lhave, &c. 
(Signed) FRANK ©. LASCELLES. 





- 40, 
The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir F. Lascelles 


(No, 126, Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 22, 1900. 
L HAVE teceived sspatch No. 156, Vory Confidentia 
15th instant, roposting & conversation with Count Balow rospecting. th 

for the terminus of the Anatolian Railway, and the possible selection 

that purpose 


The language held hy your Excellency on this occasion is approved by Her 
Majesty's Government, 


Tam, &e 
(Signed) SALISBURY 





No. 41. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Solisbury.—(Received June 25.) 


(No. 211 
My Lord, erapia, June 18, 1900, 
THROUGH the courtesy of the Governor of the Imperint Ottoman Bank, Sir 
Thave hal an opportunity of perusing a précis of the Report of the 
German Commission on the Koniah-Bagdad Railway scheme, and I ho 
btain a copy for transmission to Her Majesty's Government, but I would 
moment the information shall be treated as. confidential 
In the meantime [ inclose an extract of the part of the Report referring to Koweit, 
and which decides in favour of Kathama & nal station of the line 
"Vhe Report states that all the territory north-west of Katbama belongs to the Sheikh 
Mubarek, who has taken such an independent attitade that there can be no question of 
Ottoman authority in this district ; but it immediately proceeds to say that “there is no 
walt that the bay in question is Otfomav territory, and that it would not be difficult for the 
n rights. 
It adds that the Coaunissi indicatiod of aay intention on the part of the 
ikh_ to place hiwself under the protection of a foreign Power. Altogether it seems as 


the Commissioners were not very clear in their own minds as to the exact position 


. A", 


(No, 27. Soret. 


conclusion, and has asked for my good offices. I request instruc 
To a¢b think I opald tnBueaon Yoalt, whllo Turks would resent my interforeneort 


eat with the 


revent my interference 
Would your Lonlship approve my instructing Mr. Wi 
prove my instructing Mr, Wratislaw, if oceasion arises, 
to warn tho Vali of the interest taken by Her Majesty's Government in the matter, 
tind of their expectation that somo oquitable solution may be found. ": 
Compare Lioutenant-Col 5 


mic} Meade’s despatch No. 51, second paragraph. 





(1630) 


the Sheikh of Koweit, but that they thought it in the interest of the Company to 
pronounce an opinion favourable to Turkish sovereignty 
Report concludes by stating that the receipts of the whole line may roughly be 
calculated at 3,476 fr. (1391) per kilom, 
I have, &¢. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 


a 
Inclosure in No. 4 
Extract from Report of the German Commission on the Koniah-Bagdad Railway Scheme 


QUANT au terminus de Is ligne, il était évident que ce ne pouvait tre Basra, 
car il va sans dire qwune grande ligne internationale, destinge & relier l'Europe avec 
Made, ‘ne peut aboutir & un port oh des oavires Junzeant plus de 1,500 tonnes 
be peavent "y toucher que tous les quinge jours. Carme In barre situge au devant 
de dure do Chatt-cl-Arab forme Mobstacle principal do la navigation, aucun 
Cndrait. sitoé sur le fleuve autre que Busra no saurait etre pris en considération 

wlerminus we peat étre établi que sur In baie de Kouvéit, Cette baie, tréquenté 
aintenant presque exclasivement par des voiliers inuigines, est A proximité de 
Tanbeuchure! da Chatt ; elle est excelleate comme profondeur et, uu nor de In 
baie, In localité appelée Kasima qui se prite merveilleasoment 
2 Téablissement d'un port. Poot les détails, nous nous référons au rapport technique, 
mais nous tenons A relover ici que les conditions politiques de Kouvéit, indiquées dans la 
premiére partic de ce rapport, ne constitucraient probablement pas un © ‘an choix 
aernette Incalité comme terminus. 11 paralt, en etfet, que tous les terrains situés au nord- 
sweat de Ia baie apparticonent au Cheikh Moubarek, qui m pris, vis-a-vis des fonetionssires 
Ottouns, une attitude tellement indépendante que, de futt, iI ne pout etre question 
Yautorité du Gouvernement dans ce distict. Par contre, il n'y a pax de doute que Ia 
Dale en question fait partic du territoire Ottoman, Il ne serait pas trbs difficile au 
vavernement de faire Feconnattre ses droits de souvertineté par la force; mois, d'apris 
les impressions de la Commivsion, lors de pas 
néceaanice. Le Cheikh Muburek reconnalt le Sultan cov 
Géelara sculeivent quill ne youlait pas avoir affaire aux wut aurient 
fécompoosé par Pingratitade les services qu'il avait readus. On a prétendu que le Cheikh 
ait Fintention de se mettre, lui ct ses possessions, sous Ia protection d'une Pulssonce 
Grangére; In Commission, lors de sou séjour A Kouvéit, n'a pas “Agoouvert In moindre 
preuve dane pareille vellité. Le langage tenu par Moubarek était spontant ot paruissait 
Uiprimee son opinion réelle; du reste, fl we pourrait demander In. protection 
Primeance Chrétieune sans le conscatement de tx population de Kouvéit, quil lui 

jcile d'obtenir. 





Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salishury—(Received July 25. 


(No. 242, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Therapia, July 18, 1900, 
T NTTH reference to your Lordship’s telegran No. 33, Confidential, of the 
‘30th May, I have the honour to report that I leam by telegenph from Her Majesty's 
*S Fasra that Mr. Lyle, the agent of the British Indian Steam-ship Company, 
yy returned to that place from Koweit ‘ 
Mr Lyle found the Sheikh quite agreeable to the projected weekly service of 
camers, put on the proviso that it did not bring with it the establishment of 
To obviate this, Mr. Lyle suggests putting on an extra steamer; the mail 
n the necessary quarantine at Basra, and sail thence di 
h. But he thinks it impossible, in view of 
the Sheckh’s stipulation, to arrange for a call nt Koweit on the upward voyage 
Mr. Lyle has deferred for the present the question of scquiri yz ground and 
selecting a native agent. He was most cordially and kindly received by the Sheikh, 
whom he firmly believes to be desirous of forwarding the scheme. 


(1630) 
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At the date of Mr. Lyle’s visit no land had been sold or aliened to forei; 
the Government of India. Linas sa 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 





No. 43. 
India Ofice to Foreign Office —(Received July 80,) 


TIE Under-Secretary of State for Inilia presents his compliments to the Ui 
Sceretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, and, By direct panel Ay 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of 


India Office, July 30, 1900, 


Tnclosure in No. 43. 
Captain C. A. Kembull to Government of India. 


Sir, lushire, June { 

L HAVE the honour to stato that our Confidential Agent at Rogar tar ported 
that Mohsim Pasha, tho Wali of Busrah, has writtea to Sheikh Mubarck saying 
that the Saltan of Turkey has been pleased to confer on him the rank of Mir Mira 
(Pasha), and that a decoration and Firman would arrive during May isim Pasha 
in Sesesailare sibel that tho Turkish Government had fixed 160 karas (a kam 
equals abo fons) of dates ns his yearly subsidy, and that five years’ allowance 
Nisaswdbana mae ee 

The Agent docs not know what reply was sent by tho Sheikh, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) ©. A. KEMBALL. 





No. 4h 
India Office to Forcign Office. —(Reeeived August 10.) 


or-Secretary of Stato for Indin persents his compliments to the Under. 
of Stato for Foreign Afhirs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 

forwards herewith, for the information of ihe ry of State, copy of incloxures 

in Gov nent of India Foreign Secretary's letter, dated the 10th Jul; 

relations of Turkey with Koweit pyc repeniins: x 
tit requested that these papers, which are sent in the origi 0 re 

neat rogues pap are sent in the original, may be returned 
India Office, August 9, 1900, 


Toclosure 1 in No. 44, 


Captain Kemball fo Government of India. 
(Comidentiat Zi an 
ir, : Bushire, June 20, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for the information af the Government of India, 
copy of a Confidential letter, to my ‘address, from Her Britannic Majesty's Consul af 
Bumarah, oa matter connected with Koweit 

his’ letter is in reply to a letter from ime, asking him to ascertain how fi 
report, which reached me from Mr. Gaskin at Baliein, in a Confidential letter (oxtract 
from whic! is also forwarded herewith), was true. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) C. A. KEMBALL, 
Offciating Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 44 


Consul Shipley to Captoin Kemball. 
(No. 90. Confidential.) 
Sir, - Bussorah, June 15, 1900, 
IN reply to your letter of the 10th instant, 1 have the honour to. inform 
you that, having made due inquiries into the matter, I have been unable to find any 
Zonfiriation of the report current at Bahrein, that Seyyid Ahmed, tho brother of the 
Nakib at Bussorah, had been ordered to Constantinople in connection with the 
Koweit affairs, or that the Nakib himself had been directed to proceed to that 
district to find out the true relations between Sheikh Mubarek and our Government. 
Se ind, so far as 1 know, has. no 
proceeding t Kowoit affairs, 
Ee'is interested, bei hhim by correspondence with the well-known 
Sheikh Abdul Khuda, of Yediz.  Thalih, a younger brother of Seyyid Aimed, 
undertook, it is true, a journey to Constantinople last autumn, but, as reported at the 
© Mr. Consul Wratislaw, this was an exceptional step taken by the Nakib in 
consequence of the efforts (altimately successful) which the latter was making in 
anja with Sheikh Mubarek to procure the dismissal of Hamdi Pasha, then 
Governor-General of Bussorb 
An regards the report respecting the Nakib himself, Seyyid Rojab, tho latter, 
who is connected by marringe with n families at Koweit, pays, I am informed, 
frequent visits to that district, the lnst one, in fact, having been made only a fow 
Fe renca “Whether Sheikh Mubarek, in the courw of these visits, hns taken. the 
Nakih into his confidence with rogard fo his relations with the British Government, 1 
am unable to say, but it would not be surprising if the fact wore so in viow of tho 
intimate relations which exist betwoen the two 
Coming finally to the report that Hamdl Pasha, the fof Bussoral, ix 
urging the Furkish Government to show its authority at Koweit, I have no 
whatever of ascertaining what amount of truth, if any, ontain, In t 
itself there ix nothing inherently improbable, as some such step has always been 
advocated hy Hamidi Pasha, who has, morsover, 0 reason to bear any good-will to the 
Sheikh Ma ax stated above, his dismissal from his post ax Governor 
General of Bus For the presont, however, L do not think that 
there is any probability of anything more being hearl of such a proposal, even if it 
has been made, Mobsin, Pasha, the present Vali, appears above all things to be 
desirous f Keeping on qood terms with the Nakib and Mubarek, to whom ho owes his 
present position, and itis in the last degroo unlikely therefore that he would. risk 
nrring their enmity by giving countenance to project which would so 
affect tho position of the Sheikh, At the same time, if the Central Gov 
Should consider that the time had como for putting an end to the independence 
Sheikh Muharvk, it is doubtful whether his Exeolleney would be able to disrogard any 
dirwot orders to that effect which he might receive from Constantinople, 
T have, &. 
(Signed) 


Inclosure 3 in No. 4s 


Mr. Gaskin to the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, 


(Confidentia!.) 
(Bxtract,) June 4, 1900. 
THERE is  roport here (in Bahrein) that Seyyid Ahmed, the younger brother 
of the Nakib of Busorah, has been ordered to Constantinople it connection with the 
Koweit affairs, and Seyyid Rajab, the Nakib has been directed to proceed to Kowsit 
to find out the true reistions between Sheikh Mabarck and our Government ; and that 
Hamdi Pasha, the ex-Wali of Bussorah, is urging the Turkish Government to show their 
authority at ‘Koweit. Of course, I do not know how far all this is true It is 
enerally suspected here that there is a clear understanding between Sheikh Mubarek 
and onryelves. 
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No. 45. 
Consul Shipley to Sie N. O' Conor —iReceived at the Foreign Office, August 13,) 


(82-20, Conidentia.) 
ir, 
THAVE the honour to transmit herewith, fi eaters lhl 
1 r to transmit herewith, for your Excellency’s information, the 
Si ee sees ae h bes he addressed (Nae by Captair Kemball laine 
esident at Bushire, and of my reply thereto, on the subject of various rey 
which have been current atBabrein ay to-a rencval af activity oultan part oh te 
ish Government with regard to Koweit; and I beg to ad clay i 
forwarding the above corresponder Mea totutiiea tela aioe 
forwarding the above correspondence has been due to wy recent temporary absence at 
As regards the reports in. que: 
a : eports in question Lam somewhat at a loss to understan 
what source they have been derived as, although T have as yet Tadd er ceca ease 
With Mohsin Vasha on the subject of Kowet, all the information I have. beeu ‘able to 
abiain respecting the views of his Excellency with regard. to that district tend t0 show 
that the latter i extremely averse from raising in any abape the question of the relat ons 
of his Government with the Sheikh. Thus, for instanes, the variow projects whi ch 
during the Governor-Generalship of Handi "Pasha last year proved. so distasteful to 
wrek, auch as the nomination of « Harbourmasier, the establishment of 
jarantine staf and the extension of the telegraph line from Fan to K i 
mably through Kowcit, all of which would necessitate the iresence o 
nt stat! of Turkish officials in that town, have apparently been dropped by his 


the decoration conferred 

Pe, ferred some months ago by the Sultan on Shei 
Mubarek vas if f am rightly Inrgely duc to report drawn up by Molete 
Pasha, praising in high terms the general loyalty of the former and the corre 

his altitudo during the visit of the British and Russian ships of war in the early part | 


h Mubarck has on h i 

: , on his part, in minor matters itis true, 
ce 10 Mobsin Pasha, such as applyiug to the Intter for advice and 

tance on various occasions instead of taking ais inthis own badd 

salle eur if the Turkish Government is desirous of parsaing a more energetic 

volley tovants Kowa, pretexta wou not be wanting, ad viewed in this ight srepet 

referted to by Captain Kemball in the concluding part of his despat vit, that th 

Porte was ia et be ged t oi thority in that diseict, may perhaps not be 

Pithout a certain significance, though, ns V have endeavoured t0 show, Lcam find no 

Thave, &. 


(Signed) H. S. SHIPLEY 


Inelosare 1 in No, 45, 


‘ ada Captain Kemball to Consul Shipley, 
Sir, 
1 HAVE the honour to forward the fo! Bushire, June 10, 1900, 
by a FANE the bovour to forvard the fllowing extract from letter addresed to me 
“There is a report here that Seyed 
ue we that Seyed Ahmed, the younger brother of the Nal 
ee atl bas en ordered to Constantinople in connection with Konia =! cf 
Saryid Rajah, the Nakib, has been directed to proceed to Koweit to find out the teue 
lone bet nm 8 lubarek and our Government, and that ii ¥ 
Taetons between Bh nd ou ent, t Hamdi Pash 
Wel f Bussorah, is urging the Turkish Government to show thei piste een 


[shall be much oblige wi i 
of the ill be uch obliged if you will inform me if you have reccived any confirmation 


_ Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ©. A. KEMBALL. 
(SS 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 45. 


Consul Shipley to Captain Kemball. 
(No. 90, Confidential.) 
Bir, Bussorah, June 15, 1900, 
IN reply to yonr letter No. 158 of the 10th instant, T have the honour to inform 
you that, having made due inqsiries into the matter, I have been unable to find any 
qoafirmation of the report current, at Babrein that Syed Ahmed, the brother of the 
Nakib at Bussorah, had been ordered to Constantinople in connection with Koweit 
affairs, or that the Nakib himself’ had been directed to proceed to that district to find 

true relations between Sheikh Mubarek and oar Government. 

‘ed Ahmod is at present at Bussorah, and, so far as T know, has no intention of 
procecding to Constantinople, all business relating to those Koweit affairs in which he 
Pronterested being transacted by him in correspondence with the well-known Sheikh Abal 
‘of Yildix. Syed Thalib, a younger brother of Syed Ahmed, undertook, it is true, 

to Constantinople last autuma, but, as reported at the time by Mr, Consul 
Wratislaw, this was an exceptional step taken by the Nakib in consequen 
efforts (ultimately successful) which the latter was making in conjunction with She 
Mabarek to procure tho dismissal of Hamdi Pashi, then Governor-General of Bussorah. 
regards the report respecting the Nakib himself, Syed Rejeb, the latter, who is 
connected by marriage with certain families at Koweit, pays, Iam informed, frequent visits 
fo that district, his last one in fact having been made only a few weeks ago. Whether 
Sheikh Mabarck in the course of these visits has taken the Nakib into his confidence 
with regard to his relations with the British Government, [ am unable to say, but, it 
Would not be surprising if the fact were so, in view of the very intimate relations which 
exist between the two. 
‘Coming finally to the report that Hamdi Pasha, ex-Vali of Bussorah, is urging the 
‘ernwent 10 show its authority at Koweit, I have wo means whatever of 
iz what amount of truth, if any, it may contain. In the story itself there is 
nothing inherently improbable, as some such step has always been advocated by Hamdi 
Pasha, who has, moreover, no reason to bear any good-will to Sheikh Mubarek, to whom, 
ac stated above, he partly owes his dismiwal, For the present, however, { do not think 
that thore is any probability of anything more being heard of such a proposal, even if 
it has becn made, Moshin Pasha, the present Vali, appears to be above all things 
desirous of keeping on good terms‘both with the Nakib and Mubarek, to whom he owes 
his present position, and it is in the Inst degree unlikely, therefore, that be would risk 
incurring their enmity by giving countenance to a project which would 80 seriously aflect 
the position of the Sheikh, At the same time, if the Central Government should 
Sider that the time had come to put an end to the independence of Mubarek, it is 
swabtful whether his Excellency would be able to disregard any direct orders to that 
‘effect which he might receive from Constantinople. 


a journ 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) H, 8. SHIPLEY. 





No. 46, 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received August 13.) 


No, 275.) 5 * 
My Lord, ‘ Terapia, August 7, 1900. 
YT OHAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that I have received a telegram from 
the British Acting Consul at Bussorah, dated the 4th instant, to the effect that Seyyid 
Sioned the brother of the Nakib of that town, who returned a few days ago from 
Koweit, bas been again sent thither with instructions to try and persunde Sheikh 
Moheik to vist Buscorab. Mr. Shipley thinks he is scarcely likely to come, but at the 
fame time he may have some didiculty iu refusing this renewed invitation, as the 
‘Gorernor-General is very desirous of seeing him at Bussorah. 
“The Resident at Bushire has been informed of the above, 
I bave, &e. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 





L 
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No. 47. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Murquess of Salishury.—(Received August 20.4 


(No, 291.) 
My Lond, 
WITH roference to my despatch No. 242, 
have the honour to report that T learn hy tales 
fae She h of Koweit has written to Mr. 
ie British Indi i 
tie Baitish Tdian Steamship Company’s sche 


Constantinople, August 15, 1900, 
Confidential, of the TIN altemey T 
raph from the Acting Consul at Basrah 

Lyle notifying his withdrawal from 
me for a weekly service of steamers 


__ Thave, &e. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR, 





No. 48 


: Mr. G. 8, Mackensie to Foreign Office —(Received August 25.) 


Dear Sir Thomas Sanderson, 

TSEND you herewith the R 

you h the Report, just received, 

You peser to retain the origi, will you kindly have @ copy sent tom 

Mr, Lyle appeare to have ‘carried out his i focaly, 
pirate hl appears to ave earried out is inatructions judiciously 

Should it be deemed desirable to incor Koweit 

i desirable to incorporate Kowei he Bombay-Pe 

inal service, Mr, Mackionon, the Chairuian of the Brith Indie Sear Saree 


Company, has told me he c 
Compa me he will be pleased to further the Government's wishes 


Horrogate, August 24, 1900. 
of Mr. Lyle's visit to Koweit, 


ind entirely on 


_ Yours vory truly, 
(Signed) GEORGE S. MACKENZIE, 
es 


Tuclowure in No. 48, 


Report om Visit paid by me to Kove tenet 
‘weet, on instructions received throug ritanni 
Majesty's Consul. Rae Pt 


 Basonbh on the morning of the Sd Joly, proceig by steu-launch to 
which hte, but had to remain at Pao tl daybresk while bain ons Shireen 8 
inex, failed from Fo at daybreak on the 4th, but owing to lnk of wit and al 
experience ofthe hugo ren, we did ot rach Koweit util the following ine—ahe ike 
was accompanied on my journey by bul La choos banka, whe 
1 was scunpanied on my journey by Haji All Lat Jeata our home broker, who has 
Before leaving Bussorah I had obtained from bis 
introduction to Sheikh Mubarak, and immediatly on sure 
the Sheikh’ house abd presente i 
Je received me very cordially, at once sending for 
puta side wing of his owe at my'diepond, nn © MY Pranae from the boplo, and 
romwined In Koweit till the morning of Tuesday, the 
too highly of the Sheikb's cordial and unobtrusive Seating 2 
and dined with me every every, and ater balding his eve 
wok nd pent a Hout oF 20 with o eloe mt 
le also frequently during each day came into our room for a ch 
bis fairs very openly. He is proud of the prosperity perpen he rela J 
sisteict and i easly fed on to talon the subject. iit.) 
In the course of conversation on the first day I brought up the quest 
tnx of 8 lis pe hore impoued by the Turks Lorestan neceatpiitne tie eet 
of wzreat number of the horses across the frontier to Mobarmnerah, thereby wees 
reat inconveoience and risk to the horse dealers. thereby causing 
I suggested the posibility of getting them to send 
shipment by mail-stermer, if he—the Sheikh. 
there, 


Hency the Wali, a letter of 
ly on our arrival at Koweit I proceeded to 


Joly, and | caonot ke 

and T cannot spea 
luring my stay. He came 
ing reception, downstairs, came 


their horses down to Koweit 
‘ 0 Kone f 
ad no objection to the steamers calling 
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He at once expressed himself agreeable to their calling if it could be arranged that 
their doing so would not bring about quarantine restrictions at his port or at Fao or 
Bussorah against Koweit, which would much hat im and the trade of the port, 
‘especially in the date season, At preseat Koneit is absolately free from any restrictions 
Of this natare—there is free intercourse by buglo with all ports in the Gulf, both Arab 
Gnd Persian, but it was apparent that the Sheikh feared that should steamers call 
Feaularly it ‘wight lead to the Turkish authorities demanding to establish a regular 
quarantine station there which he might find it difficult to resist. 

He has hitherto successfully resisted the attempt of the Turks to impose an Imperial 
Custom-house at Keweit, but presumably he has no desire to afford them other openings 
for possible interference, 

Tr this difficulty could be overcome be would, I feel sure, be very pleased to. see the 
steamers calling, and he was fully alive to the benefits the trade of Koweit would derive 
Thercfrom, not only as regards the proposed horse shipments, which would create a 
Hemand fer fodder and food for the horses and syces, but he also sugzested the advantage 
{t would be to the Koweit fishers to be able to ship their pearls direct from Koweit to 
Bombay, instead of doing ¢0 from Bahrein, He would doubtless be able to levy some 
duty on same, 

The matter dropped then, but in order to clinch the matter a day or two afterwards 
T asked the Sheikh directly what he would charge per horse (presuming the quarantine 
difficulty were got over), in the eveut of my arranging with the British India Company 
fo cand their steamers into Koweit, and also with the horse-<denlers to send their horses 
there for shipment to India 

He asked what Sheiki Kbazal charged at Moba nid on my informing 
40 krans, he at once said he would only charge 20 (20 krans = 5'12 rupees), 

Knewing the endless inconveniences and irritation usually resulting from quarantine 
as administered by the Turks, Umust say I think hia stipulation on this head no mor 
‘han reasonable, ae ie would cata zreat hardship and expense cn the peopl ofthe tow 
the bulk of whom are acafaring. ‘The Sheikh stated that at present about 700 bouts and 
12,000 men were absent from Koweit at the pearl fishing. 

Tt would be dificult to arronge so that 4€ tail steamors called at Koweit, their dol 
so would not give the Turks an excuse for wcting a» feared by Mubarak ; but if it were 
wemnidered of sudicient importance to warrant to a certain extent the dislocation of 
resent postal and steamer arrangements, it could, i seems to’ me, be done by putting 
eeevatey woail steamer on the run—ie., having six steamers on the run—thereby 
ctabling boats to remain in Bussorah ten dayx and obtain pratique before teavings 
Under present arrangements they arrive and leave in quarantine. 

Tremonld then. be necessary for ateaners (or possibly every alternate steamer might 
tbe considered sufficient to establish the connection with Koweit) to omit Mohammerah as 
port of call on the downward journey and proceed direct to Koweit lifting nile at Pao 

thereby holding no communication with an infected port, 


as'at present, of course, 
F all other ports in the Gulf, other than Turkish, are cone 


ax Mobammerah 

sidered. 
‘Mohammer 

above would reduce it tom 


for post. 
Fr shove soggested arrangement only contemplates the steamers, calling at 


Kowel on the dewnwarl journey. Under present conditions in the Gulf it would be 
weitle for them to call on their upward journey without raising the quarantine 
difficulties objected to by Mubarak. : 
Mies oe Mailiwy.—-to talking with the Sheikh of the proposed railway, he informed 
Germehen the German Mission went down to Koweit a few months ago, they 
Preaght a Wetter of introduction froin the Muchir Pasha in Baghdad. “They had, however, 
are from the Wali af Bussorab. They wished the Sheikh to send a Representative 
in they went to survey the proposed terminus of the railway, but this he 
fog, however, Ho obstacle in the way of their carrying out their 


oh bas at present a weekly homeward mail; an arrangement such as 
‘wcekly 006, bat letters could always be sent up to Bussorah 


swith them wher 
Jeclined to do, p 
investigation 
investigations + that no negotiations had taken place between them and the Sheikh, in fret 
that the ter, althougb treating them courteously, and entertaining them during their 
{tor, accorded them no official recognition and this was confirmed by Abdul Latiel's gossip 
SX! the sheikh's secretary and the townspeople. 5 

‘The Sheikh himself seemed to have formed the opinion that such a railway, if in 
proper hans, ight be a success, but of course had a very vague iden as to what was 


hecessary to ensure success. 
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He expressed himself very strongly, however, of opinion that it would not be made 
by the Germans, that if it were to be made successfully it must be under the auspices of 
the “Englaisy,” in fact I was much struck with the confidence he had that England 
would not allow any other Power to step in and weaken the influence she had exercised in 
the Gulf for so lon; 

T feel confident both trom impressions gathered from the Sheikh’s conversation and 
also from Abdul Latief’s advices that no land has been sold in Koweit to any foreig 

| cautiously raised the question us to whether any could be acquired by remarking 
that I should like, if he would allow me, to get a house in Koweit, so that T'could come 
down from Bussorah for a change occasionally, but as I anticipated, he met my su: 
with the Oriental remark that as “his house was isine " thut was unnecessary 

I did not think it advisable to press the point as 1 thought it could with more 
plausibility be raised later on if, und when, we actually initiated the running of the 
stean ‘to Koweit, as the necessity of having an office and store could then be 
pressed. 

I wanted to go over to Kattuna, the sight of the terminus of the proposed 
railway; it is about 10 miles from Koweit, but as the Sheikh did not seem over anxious 
to facilitat going, making the’ excuse that his te buglo being at Fao, T 
could not go in an ordinary one without great discomfort, with u: 
my trouble, I let che matter drop. I thought it better to do nothi if at this time which 
sight cauvo any friction between us, and Tam of opinion that he feared my going over to 
the place might lead to talk in the towa, which would doubtless reach the ears of the 
‘Torkish authorities and give rise to correspondence with them, which he docs not 
court, 

In fact, when 1 was leaving, he said he would give me a letter to the Wali in reply to 
his introducing me, remarking — 

“T would prefer to have no correspondence with the Hakoma, but when I 
letter T make a point of always replying promptly, 

Trade of Koweit—The normal population | was given to understand was about 
25,000 to 90,000, that is of the town itself. 

Without being able to form any exnct estimate of its extent, there is no doubt that 
its trade must be very considerable, 


get a 


‘Tho bazaars are very extensive, and are always crowded with people—local and Arabs 
from the interior, Koweit supplies an immense district, Caravans for Nejd, &e., start 
thence, 

I think there is no doubt that if a regular scevice of steamers made it « port of call 
it would be well supported, and the trade of the place could be inuch developed. 

At present the Evropean and Indian imports (piece goods, kerosene, oil, sugar, 

Xe.) are all brought up by steamer, principally to Mohammerah, and thence transhipped 

weit by buglo. A service of steamers which would do away with this necessity 
would be welcomed by the merchants. 

OF course, while quarantine in the Gulf lasts, preventing, under the Sheikh’s stipula- 
tiows, steamers calling in on their upward voyage, it might oot pay steamers to deliver 
cargo there direct, except at very much enhanced rates of freight, as any carzo 40 
delivered—i.e, on downward journey—would by a similar omount necessitate the shutting 
out of cargo in Bussorih, steamers" capacities being limited to the weight they can carty 
cross the bar. 

At present there are no customs duties levied at Koweit, the Sheik having 
resiste! the attempts made by the Turkish authorities to institate a custom-bonse. 

‘The trade of bugle building flourishes, and the locally-owned fleet of boats is very 
large. | Excellent protection is afforded for laying them up in winter in the shape of 
Primitive but effective docks formed by the erection of breakwaters of loose boulders, 

| should think the climate of Koweit much resembles that of Bussorah. Daring my 
Stay it. wus intensely bot doring the day, but the nights were very pleasant and cool, 
‘The wind sewed to be even drier than we are accustomed to in Bussorah. 

‘The great drawback to the place is the scarcity and inferiority of its water supply, 
whieh is, of course, got trom wells. "These, however, do not give permanent supplies of 

ikuble water, ax after they bave been in use for a short time they become brackish, and 
new wells have tobe sunk. The best water is got about 6 miles distant from the town, 
and is brought in on camels, 

Kowcit itself, for an Eastern town, isa marvel of cleanliness, and I was auch and 
agreeably struck with the total absence of smells. I should think it must be an 
exceedingly healthy place, 

‘The town is built along the sea front on an upward slope towards the desert, and has 








a 


and, in fact, it is built very solidly, practically all 


sac of vegetation in the surrounding country, which is 


a very solid appearance trom the $e 
the houses being of stone and m 
‘There is an almost total absence of ¥ 


ie ae teenie about 30. sears of age, of quiet, unostentations manners and 


‘Skeikh Mabarak is about 


Sere vospitably treated by the Sheikh during my stay, and I 


am fly convinced thet bess oe bagi, whic Dail for speedy and although the 


winds were very light, we did the journey in ten hours, 


(Signed) A, LYLE. 
Bussorah, July 21, 1900. 





No. 49, 


i 27 
Gonmul Shipley to Sir N, O'Cunor—(Received at the Foreign Office, Auguat 27,) 


(No. 21. Confidential.) 


Busworoh, July 19, 1900, 
Sir, 


ro Jonmed 
2 of the 12th instant your Bxcolleney will havo Ioan 
Tis of the rwoont vist of Mr. Lyle, of tho fin of Mess. Gray, Mackensie, 
that {he retihis town, to, Koweit to endeavour to an age for tho etaiiiment of 
Tweety call of the F mpany’s steamers at that port wero on the whol 
Sl a ee Conn eee ra 
qatisfnctorys ee Liyle’s proposals, provided only they did not ead to the establishmen 
fof quarantini rc eee 
Ls te, a8 your Excellency will have fut 
Riacst ae ‘not broach the subject of the appointar 7 ee 
rnequisiti ce of ground to anrve aa depot for the 
Hetonsidered it would be useless to do so until the quarantine qe poniahoaa SAS 
been arr partly because he regarded ix present visit to Koweit as pre y 
i ‘a second one later on in the yeat, : a 
ont ea Thandly have surprised your Excellency. to learn fst Sholkh Mubarak, 
mitting himself definitely to Mr. Lyle's proposals, should have whens 
pus of securing aise against the establishment in is toritory of 9 
bo fs well aware, would not only afford the Turkish wuthorities © yory 
<dlourable pretext foe active interereace fn Nis afr, but would alan dol a peo 
Blow ae Sune Cah, toured upon a punt whe my prove ton seriou 
Sineatey in the realization of the Tirtish: India Company's project, though the fore 
idiculty in the reich, might bo put forward oa sanitary grounds by the wwii 
te would certainly be considerably lessened if the arrangement proposal by 
fe and communicated to Sour xealleney ih my tle m ove glee 1,0 
“ id only call at Kowelt in free pratique, . aie: 
mers would ony Sk perhaps fs the neconnt given to 16 Dy Me Lal of the 
roceelinge during the visit of the German Railway Commissioners to Koweit in tho 
Pi nie year, from which it would pest. tin the She, whe ern 
Carly part of this year, se facility for effecting the survey of the 
them ot hospi and according Mitte for the terminus of theit line, exxefully 
site they lad selected sy obligations with them, or committing Wimself in any w a 
Tetra d trae eate at the enterprise. ‘The Commissioners, according to a statement 
wale a Mr, Eyle by the Sheikh himself endeavoured to induce the Tater to assist in 
nd to Me. Lyle by tae ee they were earrying out, presumably with the idea of 
iy gone ort of open sanction to their procendings, bul this, he told Me, Lyle 
he delined to do, on the grounds that they were not furaished (as was the fact) with 
he declined to de Grown the eoutral authority of the province. _ It is true that for this 
colficial redid fade wo have orig the authority of the Sheikh himself, but as itis 
account of is atid a the latter's reputation for shrewdness and sagacity, L + 
Tretined to believe vith Mv nt san acerat reprentatin of wha rly 
Sk place. “Sheikh Mubarak’s position, it must be admitted, was by no means a 
or ere oui the circumstances, the course which in all probability woul 


[1630) 


BY my telegram No. 


hored from my telegenm above 
‘a native agent, or of the 
‘ompany, partly because 

question should havo 


before cot 


system whicl 





the most likely to recommend itself to him would be that of gaining time, He would 
hardly feel himself called upon to visk giving offence in high quarters at Cons, antinople 
ty showing himself openly hostile to the scheme, and he might well consider that te 
Uiston courteously to such proposals as the Commissioners might have to make reakt 
engage him to nothing, especially as, according to Mr. Lyle, neithy 
have the slightest belief that the project will over come to anythi 
near future. 

T hare already brought to your Excelleney’s notice in my telegram the kind and 
‘paiial nature of the reception accorded to Mr. Lyle by Sheikh Mubarak, and while 
this is mo doubt due in part to the fact that the former is very well known to, emai 
srteemed by, the Arabs of these districts. I trust that I am not wrong in thinking that 
Peay Perhaps, be also taken as evidence of good-will borne by the Sheikh to 
Englishmen gonerally, and of a desire on his part to enter into closer business relations 
with us, especially as Mr, Lyle, with the exception of a letter of introd ined 
for him through the meditim of this Consulate from the Gi neral Mohsin, 
Pusha, hod, 40 far as I am aware, very little other aid of an adveptit 
to rely upon in his mission. ‘The Sheikh’s i the more appreciated by 
Mr. Lyle as the latter tells me he was not Io Koweit. before discovering that 
tho Sheikh's authority, though most quietly ostentatiously exercised, was 

ases accepted with unques- 


he not his people 
ing, at any rate, in the 


none the less real and effective, his decisions being in all ea 
tioning obedience by his people: 

Speaking of tho affair ins purely commercial aspes 
establishment of a weekly call of the British India Compan 
outset at least, to make that port tho cent 

nd Mr, Lyle, pravious to his departure, mado m ab of the fact that 
tho furtherance of this design was one of tho main objects of his visit. 

On hi ported from Bussorah the practically prohibitive duty of 5 Turkish 
Hews per animal is levied by the ‘Turkish authorities, with the only: result; Tse 
told, of swelling the revenues of the Sheikh of Mohammerali, into whoce territory 
the majority of the horses now exported are smuggled. by. the Mr. Lyle, 
however, polnts ut to mo that, as far as Koweit is concerned, he thinks that the 
tmde in horses, though no doubt considerable nt first, could not be counted upon 
as a permanent source of revenue, owing to the opposition it would arouee 
Part of the Turkish authorities, who, in the ease of Koweit, cou 
which would bo out of the question whe is concerned. ‘There 
Would, nevortholess, bo a certain amount of gain to start with, and no doubt other 
sources of traflic would in the meantime be developed. 

I moy add that his Excellency Mohsin Pasha, though I have had several 
interviews with him since Mr. Lyle's return from ‘Koweit, has made no alloc 
to Uo Iattor’s visit, nor have I myvelf introduced the subject, ns it appeared to 


doing, Mt the present stage of the affair no useful object would be served by my 
doing 0. 


one of the results of the 
's steamers would ba, at the 
export trade in horses, 


T have, &o, 
(Signed) Ul. 8. SHIPLEY, 





No, 50. 


Sir N. O'Gonor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{ Received Augua 


(No. 298.) 

My Lord, Thera 
AN my despatch No. 275 of tho 7th instant I acquainted your 

intelligence which had reached me from the Acting Consul at Basrah to the effect thee 

efforts were being made to induce the Sheikh of Koweit to visit that town, 


August 19, 1900. 
Lordship with 


Tow have the honour to report that I learn by telegraph from Mr. Shipley that 
it has heen amicably arranged between the Sheikh and the Vali of Basrah thet the 
proposed visit shall not be insisted an. 

I have, &. 


(Signed) N. BR. O'CONOR, 


a 
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No. 51, 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received September 5.) 


THE U; for India presents bis compliments to the Uncder- 
Secretary of Stas for Fowsign Autre, and, by dieetion of Lord George Hanson forwards 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, of Lard George Hamilton, forward 

h, f e Secretary of State, copy of 
See ietcs irom the Goremnment of Tadia, of the 16th Augdst, regarding the 
seein fat te’ Borah odie Steam Navigation Gompany should make Rowel pore of 
proposal that the British India Steam 2 
all 
India Office, September 5, 1900. 


——_—_————————————_ 


Inelosure 1 in No. 51. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


(Confidential.) Bushire, July f op 
HANI rom Hor Majest; 
ory HAVE the honour to report that T have received a telezram fe ee 3 ajay 
Consul at Bossorah, intimating the result of the visit lately paid by Ute to Kowet 
in counection with the proposal that the Bs India Beam, Navigation ompany should 
make Koweit a port of call. As Mr, Shipley informs me that he bas communica is 
pally Prairies tle ot considered it necessury to forward a copy with this 
a : i in this connection, oro; whether 
am not aware what the views of the Company, in this connec » ee 
th A eto meke Kowei a port of call for their tall steamer of whether their 
i is to put extra steamers on the line which would call at the varioux xm eT : 
port, which are not arent vated and ran in competion with their ordinary wai 
verrite, Neither uns Toware ifthe eoggeatioa mado tn Mr. ‘Shipley’ telegram, whereby 
the question of quarantine might be avoided, will be consid but T won 
crs passing, tha 2 my opinion such w achene, by whieh steamers would only cal 
 Koweit on thei journeys from Hussorah without tovnhing at Mohammera, 

at Koweit on their downward jou i ont toying wt Mohan 
wood not commend itself to the Company. ‘This, however, seem toe or. he 
coerldentionat ie Company ; fom a political point of view L do not imagine that it i 
ory She quation, however, of the Shek'e stipulation that Quarantine oto sal aot 
be introduced in Koveit is one of very erent. fmportane, nd ifs on this pot chat L 
would with deference beg to express my views, promising, that { enn only trout the 
subject from a local point of views fad a oot amare if 2 wil been OS 
“ eromeent to arra ‘ith the Porte that the question of 4 M" 
no brie The tle double that it Rowet x tle n port of ell forthe ih 
Tndia Steam Navigation Company's searue, the Turk wil atone proce! 0 eth 
juarantine in the place, aad will claim that the rame Rules shall be enfo at Kove 
en Boas sh, aly PALO days" guammatine shall be impoted in oom of all ag i us 
Rowsit 650) ‘The Government of Ind wre aware the 
‘at Koweit from ports other than Turkish, emretsecte nee nee 
Afi of Rowety ad akboug the present Walt of Bussra ison good terms with 
Shek Afubarake und’ docs not, itis beleved, desire that Turkish lnterferene in Kowet 
Hee wotarrcised in'a way which would be unpleasant to. the Chie, still it m st be 
occa va that there are other influences at work, and that, ia ape a ian sen 
fehom Sbeikh Mubarak basi "0 would be glad to see him in trouble, 
Sheil ral 5 in wan juarters, who woul gl : 
Tere Terk ofl who would not care to ae to firourable a8 oppor at 
© establishing their lucrative system of quarantine in that place. 
Fon ae ioe rkich Government cannot, of course, o¥fect.opealy, however much they 
“Tale the siento the steamers of the British India Steam Navigation Company 
tallzng at Koweit, and Her Majesty's G y see fit to contest the right of 
ling at Ki od Her Majesty’s Government may see of 
ae ore at ta eaablch cuarantine there. Iti posible, farther, that tbe Turks 
ight 7 ears ress their claim in face of the representations on the sul io peo 
Hier Majesty's Government and of the opposition ‘which they would expect fom the 
Chief, rst any case, it seems to me, if permission is given to the La he 
ters to call at Kowert, Her Majesty's Government must be prepared to make reptee 
Sentitions te the Turkish Governinent, and also, if necessary, to take. fort este in 
Topport of the Chiet's authority in the place. It must aluo be considered that, i 





4 


Turkish Government yields to our representations, Koweit will henceforth be treated as a 
foreign port, and Koiveit vessels will be subjected to quarantine at any Turkish port. 
Probably, also, Sheikh Mubarak will ke sub to further retaliatory measures on the 
part of the Turks, which it is not necessary for me to explain here 

3. Although, then, Lata of opinion that the prog wake Koweit a port of call 
for Rritish steamers is one which deserves our fullest encouragement, 1 fear that any move- 
tment in this direction at the preseat time will undoubtedly give rise to cinbarrassing 
complications, ond I think that, unless Her Majesty’s Government is in possession of 
information which would render an early deck our views concerning K 
advisable, regardless of the consequences, the proposal to make Koweit a port of call should 
be deferred for the present. 

6. In conclusion, I mnay be permitted to say that it is {impossible not to sympathize 
with the desire of the Chief not to have a Turkish quarantine est 
Koweit 


Inclosure 2 in No. 51. 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf to Government of India. 
(Tolegeaphie) Bushire, August 13, 1900. 
is 


R Sheikh has written to Lyle withdrawing agreement allowing British India 
steamors to visit Koweit. I hope to receive more definite information shertly 





No, 52. 
Coneul Shipley to Sir N. O’Conor.—(Received at Foreign Office, September 24.) 


26. Confidential.) 
Bussorah, August 15, 1900. 

BY my tolegram No, 35 of the 15th instant your Excellency will have learned that 
Sheikh Mubarck, of Kowelt, had succeeded in inducing Mohsin Pasha, the Governor= 
General of this vilayet, not fo insist on tho invitation to visit Bussorah which, as I had 

n your Excellency in my telogram No, 36 of the 4th of ‘the samo 
iveyed to him from hi lency by Syed Ahmed, an influential 
member of the Nukib's family in this town, 

here can be no doubt that Sheikh Mubarek has shown great prudence in declining 

at hinmelf in the power of the Turkish authorities even though, if my information 

rect, the matter has not beon arranged without some little eost to himself, Fis 

position, in fhet, with regard to thir particular question, is a difficult one, as, apart from 

the obli led upon him by his acceptance of the office of Kaimakam, there 

ir. Wratislav, in his despatch to your Excellency No, 3 of the 24th 

Januory Inst, a distinet undertaking given by his supporters at Constantinople last year 

thats in return forthe dismissal ofthe late Vali, Hamdi Pasha, the vist to Bussorah sould 
Ho paid. 

For the prosent the matter, ax far as I can ascertain, seems to have been allowed to 
drop, but it is, L think, most ‘unlikely that the promise above referred to has been 
forgotten, and I would venture to point out to your Excellency that its non-falfilment 
may, by rendering the Sheikh liable to periodical pressure on the part of the Turkish 
authorities, eventually become the eaux of diffivalties of a serious nature. 

An I had the honour to report to. your Excellency, in the concluding part of my 
tolegram No. 34 above referred to, Sheikh Mubarok hi fed to Mr. Lyle his with- 
drawal from the project of a weekly cull by the Britiah India Company's steamers at 
Koweit, 

As the dispateh of the letter, copy of which I have the honour to inclase herewith, 
conveying the above notification was, Mr. Lyle informs me, evidently delayed wntil the 
arrival at Koweit of Syed Ahmed, 

T have a stron suspicion that the latter, whether commissioned to that effect by 
the Turkish authorities or not, has boon no stranger to the decision to which the Sheikh 
seems finally to have arrived, "Thi ‘of the latter's le cl yur Exeellency 
will not fail to observe, is of a very friendly nature, hardly conveys 
apposed to the project per re, and the supposition that extraneous influence must have 
deen brought to bear upon him is, I think, further shown by the fact that if be were not 


6 


on other grounds desirous of proceeding no further with the British India Company's 
project, the unwillingness of the Bussorah horse-dealers to come to Koweit, to which he 
Slludes, need certainly not nave been an obstacle to further negotiations, 

Syed Ahmed, it may be noted, passes for holding decidedly anti-English views, 
‘and while I am not altogether disposed to share the above opinion without reserve, it 
‘would not be surprising if he should consider that the relations in which he and his 
family stand towards the ‘Turkish Government, and especially towards the present 
Governor-General, Mohsin Pasha, required him to give a proof that such influence as he 
(alemes with Sheikh Mubarek would be exerted against the possibility of the latter's 
Entering into too close relations with a British Company. 

Tn concluding my report I would beg to be allowed to correct the statement made 
in my despatch to your Excellency No, 21 of the 19th ultimo, to the effet that 
Mr. Lyle, previons to his departure for Koweit, made no seeret at Bussorah of the fact 
that the furtherance of the export trade in horses was one of the main objects of his 
visit. Nothing, it appears, was said by Mr. Lyle as to what the purpose of his visit might 
be thought; i is true that shortly after his return. it became generally known at 
Tussorah that the export of horses was one of the matters discussed between himself 
and the Sheikb. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) H. 8. SHIPLEY. 


Inclosure in No. 52, 


Sheikh Mubarek to Mr, Lyle. 
(Translation.) 5 
MUBAREK-EL SABAH writes with compliments, He had the pleasure to receive 
your favour of the 21st Rebi Evel, and was very glad to hear of your safe arrival at 
Bussorah, and hopes you are keeping in good health, As for him, ie felt the separation 
from you very strongly, He wishes to God that this will not be the last interview. 
‘As for what you have said to the Wali, it in a token of your noble person. z 
‘As for the people of the subject in band they do not much eare for it, which 
please note. He (Mubarek) hopes you will always continue your letters. He will be 
glad to do anything you may want done’ at Koweit. His brothers and sons give you 
their best compliments, 
4th Rebi Sani, 1318, 


(On a separate slip of paper, same handuriting.) 


When we understand that the horse shippers do not care to come to our wide we do 
not seo any necessity for the mail-steamers to come to our port 





No. 53. 
Mr. de Bunsen to the Marquess of Satisbury.—(Recoived October 8.) 


Getegrephic.) P. Pherapia, October 8, 1900, 
TER Majesty's Consal at Bossorah telegraphed yesterday that a raid on the 

territory of Nojd has just been made by Sheikb Faisal, itis said with the connivance of 

Sheikh ‘Moubare 

mare oF Nejd is vow in. purwuit of Faisal, who, with bis followers, is 

for the neighbourhood of Koweit. Mr, Shipley rays that he is not in a posi 

gruge the accurney of the latter information, but: that 20 much importance is atta 

to it by the authorities that a specinl mesenger hax been sent to report on the at 

and to try to bring about an arrangement between the Amir and Sheikh Moubarek. 
Mr. Shipley has placed the Resident at Bushire in possession of the foregoing 

information. ~ 


——— 


(1630) N 





No. 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received October 9.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for Indis presents his compliments to the Under. 
Secretary of State for Foreign AMairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
ds herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 

mber, regarding 


Inclosure in No. 54. 
Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of Inia. 


(Confidential) Buskire, August 20, 1900. 

IN continuation’ of myilotter dated the 28th July, I have the honour ta rep 
that T have received information from Her Majesty's Consul nt Masrah that th t 
of Koweit has withdrawn his assent to the project for making Koweit a port of call by 
stenmers of the British India Steam Navigation Company 

A cdpy of Mr. Shipley’s dexpatch to his Excellency the Ambassador at Constanti- 
noplo on this subject, and on other mantters relating to Koweit, is forwarded tor your 

ormation.* Tt would appear to me from a perusal of the Totter from Sheikh 
Mubatek to Mr. Lyle, which forms the fnclosure to Mr. Shiploy’s despatoh, that the 
Chiot's withdmwal from the scheme is not conveyed in very decided terms, and 1 have 
little doubt that his objéctions could be removed when a suitable opportunity occurs 
for the reconsideration of the scheme. 


[Other Tnolosures not printed.) 





No. 56, 
India Office to Foreign Office-—(Kecewed October 10.) 


in, India Offce, October 9, 1900, 
WITH reforonce to the letter trom the Foreign Offa dated the Sth October, Tam 
ditweted hy Lord George Hamilton to forward, for the information of the Manju of 
lishury, a copy of w tolegram from the Vicoroy, dated the 8th October, reporting the 
ity of fighting in the neighbourhood of Kownit 

Subject to Lord Salisbury’s concurrence, his Lordship proposes to approve the 

‘course eaggueted by the Vieeroy. we - 

Lam, to 
(Signed) ' HORACE WALPOLE, 


Inclosure in No, 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton 


(Telegraphic.) October 8, 1900. 

KEMBALL tolegraphs fight is likely in neighbourhood of Koweit between Amic 
of Nejd and Sheikh Moubarek 

T incline to sand Kemball to Kowvit to ascertain true state of affairs, and to 
counsel Moubarek to avoid giving Turks an excuse for interference. 

Do you approve? 





No. 56*. 
Mr. de Bunsen to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Beceived October 14.) 


Goepepnio) _B Therapia, October 14, 1900. 

(ROC TTAVE received to-day, hy telegraph, the following, dated the 12th October, 
fer Majesty's Consul at ‘Bussorah :— . 

scat Beit leaves for Koweit, to French Vice-Consul is on board, She 


i Sonstl-General 
a to arrive the Lith October. I have informed Her Majesty's Consul-G 

Seer be Conese ant iar that, if possible, the Lawrence” 
should be dispatched to that place. It seemed inadvisable that the “Redbrenst 
should Mouse was no indication last night, when I first telographed to Bushire the 
date of departure of the French vessel, of any intention to soit: and as th 

sul did not reach Bussorah from Bagdad until the 10th Ootober, thi 
information did not, in fact, transpire until to-day. 
inforter Majesty « Consul at Bumorah las boon taformed by telograph ofthe 
visit of Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Koweit 


proposed 








No. 56. 


Foreign Office to Initia Office. 
(Confidential) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 12, 1900. 

I HAVE laid bofore the Marquess of Salisbury your letter of the Oth instant, 
inclosing a copy of a telegram from the Viceroy of India relative to the danger of 
conflict between the Amir of Nejd and the Sheikh of Kowe 

Tord Salisbury concurs with Her Majesty's Secretary of State for India 
approving the Viceroy's proposal to send the Acting Resident at Bushire to Koweit to 
see etain the true stave of alfairs there, and. to advise Sheikh Mubarek to avoid givin 
the Turkish authorities an excuse for interference. 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) ‘T. H. SANDERSON, 





No. 57. 
Mr. de Bunsen to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received October 15.) 
(No, 848.) 
My Lord, ‘Therapia, October 9, 1900, 
WITH referonce to Mr. Shiploy's desp fof tho 18th August last, which 
he addressed to mo under flying seal to your Lordship, and in which he makes 
Tanatks on the relations of Sheikh Moubarek. of Koweit, with the ‘Turkish authorities 
[have the honone to report that, according to a paragraph in the * Monitour Oriental” 
of the Sed instant, the Sultan has conferred upon him, as “ Kaimakam of Kowelt' 
(Bussorah), the gold and silver medals of the Ordor of the “ Imtinx 
T havo, &o, 
(Signed) M. DE BUNSEN 





India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received October 16.) 


THE Under-Seoretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Soeretary of State for a Adhirs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 


forwar ‘with, for the information of the Socrutary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Vioeroy, dated the 14th instant, mgurding Koweit and Nejd. 
India Office, October 13, 1900. 


Inclosure in No, 58. 
Lord G, Hamilton to Government of India. 
Jegraphie.) India Office, October 14, 1900. 


FOUR telegram of tho 8th instant : Koweit, Nejd 
Proposal to send Kemball and instruction approved. 





No, 59. 


Mr. de Bunsen to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received October 17.) 
(No. 66.) 
(Ielegraphic.) P. Constantinople, October 17, 1900. 
WITH reference 3 of the 5th, I have received the following from Her 
Majesty's Acting ( 
The situation 
Much prudence h 
Faisul from furtber raiding. 
Amir of Nejd has abandoned further operations,” 








4s 


No. 60, 
Mr. de Bunsen to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Receiced October 29.) 


(No. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Therapia, October 23, 1900. 

WITH reference to my telegram No, 64 of the 14th, I have the honour to 
transimit herewith a paraphrase of further telegram from Her Majesty's Acting Consal 
tk Humorah on the subject of the French Vice-Consul's visit to Koweit. Mr Shipley 

ns 8 Teport that a Commission of Inquiry into the affairs of Koweit will shortly 
arrive at Bussorah. Tam asking him by telograph to report any confirmation of the 
intelligence, 0 that, if necessary, I may remind the Ottoman Minister fir Forsige 
Affairs, in the terms used by Her Majesty's Ambassador, as reported in his Confdentel 
despatches No. 440 of the 13th September, 1899, and No. 130 of the 10th Aprl last, 
that Hor Majesty's Government entertain very friendly relations with the Shaikh, and 
could not view with indifference any action which mould alter the existing condition of 
affairs in those parts 
Tam, & 
(Signed) M. DE BUNS 


Inclosure in No, 60. 
Acting Consul Shipley to Mr. de Bunsen. 


(Tologeray Bussorah, October 21, 1900. 

THE ‘ice-Consul returned the day before yestorday from Koweit. whene 
he had xtayed throw dayx 

‘The Sheikh, he told m0, was with some Arab tribes some six hours’ travel distant, 
‘but the party was hogpitably received by his son. 

A Commission of Inquiry into affairs at Koweit is, I hear, to arrive in a fortnight 
Gf threo weeks in this town.” Tt will consist of threo members, one being of the rank of 





Mr. da Bunsen to the Marguers of Salisiiry—(Received November 6.) 
‘No, 872. Confidential.) 
ly Lord, Therapia, October 80, 1900. 
T LEARN by telegraph from Her Majesty's Acting Gonsul at Bussorah that the 
Commission mentioned in ‘the last paragraph of the toles 
465, Confidential, of the 3rd instant, ix to pass thro 
Koweit, 
Mz. Shipley docs not mention the point of dopartnro of the Co: 
‘ obtain further information in a fow days, 
T have, &o, 
(Bignod) M. DE BUNSEN. 





No. 62, 


Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Received November 12.) 

(Confidential.) 
Sir, Admiralty, November 10, 1900. 

1 AM commanded by my Locds Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
{ne infirmation of the Secretary of State for Forcign Affair, decypher of a telegram 
ated the 10th instant, from the Commander-in-chint, Hast Ines, relative to a dispute 
hotwoen the Amir of Nejd and the Sheikh of Kow. 

A copy has also been sunt to the India Office. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) “EVAN MACGREGOR. 


NY 


49 


Inclosure in No. 62. 
Commander-in-chief, East Indies, to Admiralty 


(Telegraphic) Trincomalee, Norember 10, 1000 

(ree SELOWING telegram has been received from“ Redbress 
with considerable force, and has 
ei i tailing which ba 
Consul has 


“Amir of Nejd is fifty hours from Bu 


demanded from Turkey sitisfaction 
threatens to attack latter. Tt is possibl 
requested instructions should attack occur. 





No, 68. 


India Office to Foreign Office.—(Recrived November 14.) 


India Office, November 14, 1900. 


nation of 
s State for India to inclose, for the informa 
cted by the Secretary of State fo : he information of 
fe iret wDaawne, copies of « telegram, dated the 1d Noveniber, rested 
from the Viewty 0 Ti ‘ad of a telegram transmitted to his Excellency on the 

te rey oe anata the letter from the Admiralty, dated tho 10th November (of 
ree sent to. the Foreign Office), and to. Mr. de Bunsen’ telegram, 


Sed November. 


Sir, 


which a dupliente was sc 


ae ied George Heal te that, ia the event of the Amit of Nejd threatening 
Lord George Hamil : 


f the Agreement da 
3 re bound, under the terms of the Ag 
Fe a ce extend ta fices to the Sheikh, Under these ciroum- 
sary ecele that the Gorernment of Tadia should dispatch an Agent to 

"g vessels of wat to inquire into the condition of stl, aud 
hat no attack upon Koweit will be allowed, 
anes m mal force available at the moment, 
e oard tho ships, and 


ces it seme, desirable tha 
Koweit in one of Her Majesty's vess 
to endeavour t give «wamiog 10 the Arlt tht 
the event of fs being found impossible, ‘aval fore aa 
to restau mack by land the Sheikh should be offered refage oo Your the shi and 
te explnon othe fvaders fom Kowel ould be undertaken 98 anna 
rovided. he Marquess of Lasdowne concurs in these views, 1 
provided imirdctions shoul. be given w the Admiralty by the For a 
their parpors will be eommanicated to his Excallency the Viceroy by telegrnpl 
their purport will bo cominanic 


Lam, We. . 
(Signed) GODLEY. 


eS 
Inclosure 1 in No, 63. 


Government of Initia to Lard Ge Hamilton 
November 12, 1900. 


ej Sheikh of Koweit [wie]. We havo 
Amir of Nejd against the Sheik Enel. We have 
pee that, if instructions are required, they will be sent fro 


egraphic.) 
ALLEGED 
taken no action upon 


home. 
Inclosure 2 in No 


-d G, Hamilton to Government of India. 


November 12, 1900. 

(Telegraphic) that Amie of Nod demands from Turks satisfaction 

Or teton 74 Pao Miiocic Reeohs Hines Kombat yet ropocted to you 
ailing whie 


against Koweity ititat are the facts as to the quarrel between Amir and Sheikh ? 
‘on position there 





[1630] 





30 
No. 64. 


Foreign Office to Admiralty 

(Confidentiat.) 
Sis, oreign Office, November 14, 1900. 

WITH reference to your letter (M) of the 10th instant, T am directed by the 
Maruess of Lansdowne to teansmit to you, to be Inid before the commissioners of 
the Admiralty, a ¢ from a Office ov the subject of the reported 
intention of the Amir of Nejd to att 

Copies of telegrams from Her Majesty's Charsé @'Afairea at Constantinuple on the 
Subject are also inclosed.t 

Lord Lansdowne has expressed his concurrence with the view of the Secretary of 
State for India ¢ Government of India should dispatch an Agent to Koweit in one 
of Her Majesty's ships to inquire into the condition of allairs, and to eodeavoue to give » 
Tain to the Amir that no attack upon Koweit will be allowed, and I'am to request 
that ‘a easel may be placed at the disposal of the Government of India, lor elas 
purpose. 

With reference to the proposal in the letter from t 
is attacked the expulsion of the invaders should be underta 
Plcvided, Tam to stat that Lord Lansowne is of opin it will be sufficient if the 
Hards Cowmissioners will take such preliminary steps for the protection of the Sheikh as 
they. may coonider necessary in the event of his being attacked. His Lordship dacs not 
consider it desirable that any active measures. should ken or any force landed with 
this object without a previous reforence to Her Majesty’s Government, and I'am to request 
‘hat their Lordships will give instructions accordingly. 


ieikh of Kowelt.* 


Tam, &e, 
(Signed) ‘T, Hl. SANDERSON. 





No, 65, 


Foreign Offce to India Office 


Foreign Office, November 14, 1900. 

I HAVE Inid before the Marquess of Lansdowne your letter of the 4th instant, 
inelosing copies of telegraphic correspondence with the Vieeroy of India on the subject of 
the proceedings of the Amir of Nejd, who is reported to be threatening an attack on the 
Sheikh of Koweit, 

With reference to that letter and to the letter from this Office of the 14th instant, 

the decypher of a further telegram from Her Majesty's Chansé d’Adaires at 
Constantinople on the sume subject, 1 am to state that Lord Lansdowne concurs in the 
view of the Secretary of State for India that it is desirable that the Government of India 
should dispatch an Agent to Kowcit in one of Her Majesty's ships to inquire into the 
condition of affairs and to endoavour, if necessary, to give a warning to the Amir that no 
attack upon Koweit will be allowed. 

Lord Lansdowne will request. the Lonts Commissioners of the Adwiralty to provide 
4 ship for this purpose, and at the same time to take such preliminary steps for the 
fotection of the Sheikh as may be necessary in the event of an attack being made upon 
tin. | His Lordship docs not, however, consider that it will be advisable to. take any 
active measures for this latter purpose, or to land any force for the expulsion of invaders 
Without a further reference to Her Majesty's Government, and he will inform the Lorde 
‘Comtnissioners of the Admiralty xccordingly. 





1 Mr. de Busea, Non £8, 69, sn 


Admiralty to Foreign Office-—(Received November 16.) 
Admiralty, November 14, 1900, 
‘ommissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
Sa ent slate for Foreign Affair, the inclosed copy of 
heareys aval Officer, Port, & it scoms 
ted in telegram of the 10th 
o Station, a copy of which was 


telegram of this day's date from tho Senior Naval 
possible that it may have reference to the matt 


natant from the Commander-in-chief on the East Ind 


sent to the Foreign Office a 
A similar letter hax been 


to tho Tndia Office on that date. 
sent to the India Office. 

Lam, &o, a 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Inclosure in No. 06. 
Senior Naval Officer, Port Said, ¢o Admiralty 


* at Port 8 or V4, 1000. 
a « Drnyad ok Port Satdy November 14, 1900. 
(MOCFGRETSH transport“ Hodeidab,” with 1,050 troops, left for Bussorah, Com 


mander-in-chief has been informed, 





No. 67. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office—(Received November 10) 


(Confidential,) 
Sir, 


Admicalty, November 15, 1900. 

i m commanded by my 

reference to your letor of the 14th instant, Fam commanded by my 

1 sa Coarse ere of the Admirnity to transaill xe fe es 8 Aatoen ie 

he Searetary of 8 of tolesgram, dated the With instant, which has bee 

ation of the Amis of Neji tomnttack the Sheikh of Koweite ete 

" desire me to point out that ax your lettor un not 

site aneaestion af The Tadia Ofcs that the Sheikh of Kowelt be offered refuge 
at the sug; no Tndi 


if Hor Majesty's ships, if m that direetion has not been embodied in 
ne of Hor Majesty's ships, 


the telegram to the Commande pags 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR, 


t to the Commander 


Inclosare in No. 67. 


Admiralty to Commander-in-chief, Kast Indice Station. 
Jegraphic.) Admiralty, November 15, 1900. 
(Telegraphic. 
pL Nae been directed to dispatch an Agent to Koweit to 
Se ae ae cen oC odruaae fo lesltots baIEN Wesatug to fe Air 
nantes isMtack upon Koweit will be allowed. Place one of Her AMajesty's ships. at 
on wil of Government of India for conveyance of Agent. ii: ay. 
Pen case of attack upon Koweit endangering Sheikh, such preliminary steps are 
te i his protection ax may bo considered wocessary, but no active meanurea ara 
is paar ‘avy force landed with this object without previous reference home. 
a sire name of vessel selected, and acknowledge. 








No. 68. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Received November 16,) 


(Confidential.) 


Sir, 
Admiralty, November 16, 1900. , 


d by my Lords 
of the Secretary of 

16th November, from 
relating to the threatened 


\_| WITH reference to previous correspondence 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for th 
Sate for Foreign Aur the deeypher of a telegram, 
he Commander-in-chief on the East Indies Station 
disturbances at Koweit, ee 
A similar communication has boon sent to the India Off 
Lam, &e. 
EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Inclosure in No. 68. 
Commander-in-chief, Kast Indies Station, to Admiralty, 


(Telegraphic 
YOUR tologram No, 02 
“Cossack ordored. immiedintely to Bushire for disposat by G 
T have direotod “ Hacoan' to proceed to Btaeat from Aone asd > ed 
Bbat-ul-Arab, placed st Algol of Senior Officer ers Gulty Peck 
in “Ca 


Trincomalee, November 16, 1900, 221 vat 


Persian Gulf. 
are at Muscat, 





(No, 49.) 


November 16, 1900, 

il 13th 
Koweit, 
ted to send an 
warn the Amir 


. ao reference to your telegrams Nos. 0 
instant rel dispute betw 

pinta < that the ( nent of India have be my 
gont to report on the state of affairs at that plice, and to endear 
that an atiack upon Kowelt will not be parmitted, = 





No, 70. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office (Received November 17. 
(Coniidential.) le) 


Sir, 
Admiralty, November 15, 1900. 


TAM oominnded by my Lords C a 
dated the 15th instant, from the Commandor-in-ehiat'on the East Tndies Station, © 
A similar lotter as been seot to the Trulia Offic ny 
Tam, &e, 


(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR, 


Tnelosure in No. 70. 
Rear-Admiral Bosanquet to Admiralty. 


f ‘Trincomalee, November 15, 1 
Htplorence to Admiralty telegrain No. 91, ha een Ge eae ot 


(Telegraphic, 
Wilt w 
India, and ordered Senior Naval Officer in P " 

nicer ad Naval Officor in Persian Gulf to Bushire, “ Redbreast ” 





No. 71. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 17.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Adairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
Hererde herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
ing Koweit affairs. 
A copy has been 
India Office, November 16, 1900. 
SS 


Inclostire in No. 71 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


(Tolezrsphie.) India Office, November 15, 1900. 

YOUR telegram, 12th November: Kowit. 

Foreign Office are informing Admiralty that a vessel should be detailed to tale an 
Agent to Koweit to inquire into state of ‘and endeavour to warn the Nejd Amir, 
rent ery, not toattack Koweit, Preliminary steps will be taken by Admiralty t¢ 
protect Shvikh if attacked. But no active measures for this purpose will be taken, and 
protec landed to expel invaders, without further reference to Her Majesty's 


meat. T presume you will send Resident, Bushire, and inform Naval Cont 


chief, India, accordingly 





N 


Conrul Shipley to Mr. de Bunsen.—(Received at the Foreign Office, November 19.) 


Bussorah, October 1%, 1900. 

IN continuation of my telegram to Her Majesty's Ambassador No. 44 of the 12th 
instant, | bave the honour to report that the French store-ship “rome,” with M. Rouot, 
ii Preoeh Vice-Consul at Bagdad, on board, left Bussorah at about drat. ou the day 
above referred to. 

‘As stated. in wy telegram to his Excellency, M. Rouet did not arrive there from 
Ragdad wot the 10th instant, and although the ® Drome,” arriving on the Ath instant, 
hal already made a stay of a week in these waters, nothing had transpired ns to an 
itention oa her part to visit Koweit, and Ihave reason to believe from x statement 

le by the Capt Mander Martel, that the visit in question was not finally 
Mitled aotit the LIth instant, after the interview which the French Representatives 
seteeih his Excellency Motisin Pasha, the Governor-General of the vilayet. Under 
the cireumstances, it bardly scemed desirable that the “Redbreast’” shovld have the 
Npvcarance of following up the French ship, even bad there been time to refer to, ie 
sartfenee for instructions, abd in telegraphing the above to the Acting Political Resident 
ee sclice T ventured to. suggest the dispatch to Koweit of the Indian raring ship 
"Lawrence," which | understood was at Colonel Kemball's disposal. 

Tercud fring a salute of twenty-one guns on arrival, and on Commander Martel's 

wernor-General, no attempt t display whatever was made 
her attitude in this respect being in 

marked contrast with U yn gun-boat. the ‘*Gilyak" on hor visit 
Inthe place in the early part of this year. Commander Martel, however, wav evidently 
wo tecer of ability and experience, and the fact of his being placed in command of o 
aeseey ce the clase of the * Drome™ would seem to show that special importance had been 
to the visit of thut ship to the Gulf. M, Rouet, 

He hnd at first intencded to take the land 


visit being retu ¢ 
by the “ Drome 


of the somewhat unsettled state 
Free pratique, I may add, was at ence 
Bossorah, the tatter ship, profiting by the instructions whic 
intone Her Majesty's Ambucador in my telegram of tbe Guth ultimo, bad been issued ia 


(1680) = 





ot 


the case of the “Redbreast,” and which, I have been informed by the Bussorah 
quarantine authorities, will serve as a precedent in future visits of men-of-war under 
similar circumstances. 





Mr. de Bunsen to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received November 19.) 


(No. 387.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, November 12, 1900. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 348, of the 9th ultimo, I have the honour to 
report that according to the “Ikdam"™ tle Sheikh Moubarek coatinues to endeavour to 
ingratiate himself with the Saltan. It is stated in the issue of that paper, of the 
10th instant, that upon the request of Moubarek-es-Sabah Pasha, Kaimakam of Koweit, 
made through the Vali of Bassorah, the Sulian has been pleased to allow the Mosque 
at Koweit, erected by Moubarek at the cost of £ T.3,600, to be called after His Imperial 
Majesty's name. 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) |. DE BUNSEN, 


ape pe ree ae a ee et 
No. Th. 


Mr, de Bunsen to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received November 19.) 


(No. 396.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, November 1, 1900. 

HAV i ith, paruphruses of the telegrams from 
Her Majosty’s Consul at Bussorah, the substance of which was given in my telegram to 
your Lordship of yesterday. ‘ 

‘They show that the Ameer of Nejd is proseouting with vigour his quarrel with the 
Sheikh of Koweit, and that though an attack by the former on Kowoit will probably be 
averted, it is within the possibilities of the situation. ‘The Ameer, it seems, has moved 
somewhat further up the Euphrates to Samava, which is within the vilayet of Bagdad. 
At the end of last month he was in the neighbourhood of Nasir, or Nasrye, in the 
Basiorah vilayet, He is reported to be still pursuing Shoikh Sadun, of the Muntisik 
Arabe, the ally of the Sheikh of Koweit, and his demands, as against the Intter include, 
us Me, Wratislaw learns, an apology for Sheikh Sadon's mid in the territory of Nejd, 
restitution of the stolen property, recognition of the Amece as suzeraio, and justice for the 
nephews of the Sheikh of Koweit who had taken refugo with the Ameer 

‘the Vali of Bussorah appears to be acting ax mediator, but troops are being moved 
feom Bagrlad to Bustorah, and it is evident that a disturbance of the peace is cousidered 
possible 

Her Majesty's acting Political Resident at Bushire, who is in communication with 
Mr. Wratislaw, will doubtless proceed to Koweit and arrange for Her Majesty's ship 
“Redbreaat to meet him there unless the situation improves. 

Meanwhile, Tam endeavouring to ascertain here what is known of these events, 
and 1 trust that no movement of Turkish troops. southward from Uussorah will be 
hhveessary. 

1 bare, de. 
(Signed) M. DE BUNSEN, 


Inelosure 1 in No. Th 


Consul Wratislaw to Mr, de Bunsen. 
No, 50.) 
‘Telegraphic. P, Bussorah, November 13, 1900, 
WORD: bas been sent by the Ameer of Nejd that te will atwwck Koweit uuless 
immediate and full satisfaction is given, bim by the Sheikh. His demands, as 1 am 
informed, include restitution of the stolen property, apology far the raid, justice for the 
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Sheikh of Koweit's nephews, and recognition by the Sheikh of the Amecr as suzerain. 
Paice ee rvctions from Constantinople the Vali yesterday sent the son of the Nakib 
overland to Koweit to bring the Sheikh to reasoo, He also sent to-day the Nakibis 
brother, together with the Ameer’s Bussorah Agent, up the Euphrates with 1 message to 
the Ameer begging him to trust to the promises contained in a letter brought, by them 

mm the Vali, and to return home. A telegram has been received from the Field 
Hr sal Bagtied stating that be is sending remforeements to the Bussorah provinge in 


be form of three battalions and two batteries. 
ee Ne {general opinion here is that Kosteit would be outmatched in any confi 


i n his ability to resist an 

Neja. ‘The Sheikh, however, professes complete confidence in t resi 

Nek. Tdo not, mysell, thivk that an attack on Koweit is probable, but it is within the 

pomsbilities of the situation, and I venture to suggest that it would be well if our attitude 
qn this eventuality could be decided beforehand 
T have repeated this telegram to Bushire. 


with 


—— 


Inclosure 2 in No. 74. 


Consul Wratislaw to Mr. de Bunsen. 
(root phi Bussorah, November 18, 1900, 
Crk of Koweit is said to be, with 3,000 men, at four days’ distance id 
Koweit, hoping to effect «junction with Shiekh Salon. fle men are ssid to, be dis 
aifected, ‘The Vali'semisary bas not yet been able to find the, Sheikh of Roweit. the 
Sultan bas empowered the Vali to settle the crisis as he thioks best, and is Molosty bay 
pardoned the exiled Sheikh Doza, who is with the Ameer. It appears that reas 
pemmissariat have driven the Ameer to Samava in the villayet of Bagdad. 





No. 75. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 19.) 


of State for India presents hie compliments to the Under- 


fairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards 
he Se fam ‘trom the 


THE Under-Secretary 


S of State for Foreign A\ 
Hacewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of u tel 


Viceroy, dated the 9th November, regarding Koweit and Nejd 
Office, November 19, 1:00, 


Sr 


Tnelosure in No. 75. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


November: 19, 1900. 


"Four t 2 When Kemball visited Koweit 
vé Lordship's telegram of the 12th November. en 
the aates prise he found it difficult to ascertain true state of affairs. It seems 


"eid. bus espouted the cause of the Shetkh's nephew, that the Sheikh 
the Ameer of Nei ee al Reman of the Saud family, formerly ralers of Nejd, anil chat 
ot te car order to weaken Ameers authurty in self-defeace. Your telegrarn of the 
L bave told Kemball to go in vessel which is being detailed by Admiralty, 
Xi warning to Ameer not to attack Kowei 


supp 
be has raid 
15th November. 
rand if still necessary to sen 








No. 76. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 19.) 


THE Unier-Seeretary of State for Toil i i y 
Secretary of Stat for Poegn Afhiry and, by drain of ard Gene Hatteras 
ierewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, co telegram from the Viccroy, 
dated the 10th November, regarding Komels ond Nels ee Ea om toe VERY, 
‘A copy has been sent to the Admiralty. 
India Office, November 19, 1900. 


Tuclosure in No. 76, 
Government of India to Lord @. Hamilton, 
(Telegraphic.) November 19, 1900. 


KEMBALL telegraphs that Koweit crisis is ov 
home, and be presses that his vist now unveconay. "I eet merutoon eS 





No. 7. 
Liewsenant-Colonel Kemball to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received November 19.) 


(Telegraphio.) _P. i 
7 : Bushire, November 19, 19 
by wih 1 ieferece to i Troe seizure of ammunition and ean ts Oe eae 
! hor” at this port, | have the honour to report that an Arab eave 
Kowit is the suapected importer. He. is. ‘now in Pectin aeteay kaa ane 
vasa passenger on board the “ Hathor.” Tho Persian authorti have bee sigh ace 
Imani xe Turkish Vice-Consbl, by whom the man is claimed as u 
‘Ain 1 to contest the Turkish claim on the ground ‘ 
ot admit tho Turkish sovereignty over Koweie The Govccemea ey tag roman do 
have referred the point, have instructed mo to refer to your Lordabip. nn“? “hom E 





No. 78, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 20,) 


Sir, 
1AM diretod to seknowldge the rexipt of yout, ie, Natember 20,1000 
inclosing a telegram from Colonel Kemball, of Beabire: af (hee ant Nore, 
tue Tosa fats nto the importation of arms af Basie by apeemeneer ts beard 
pba /e ly known to the Secretary of State for India, Tt 
is, ower, etignt that no cause should be given fr cil action againat 
authorities wil bo Ietwith the full responsibilty on thalt own sheild here 
faken by them according to Mersin law in Persian territories, and that British sujects 
intersted in the ship Hlathoe,” or in ss aero by it ir turn, be left to 
esidency oF Consular Courts to intervene. ficial wi 
thus aot on the application of the partic, aad not of Teena tee eat wil 
wail therwon arise whether the pasenger charged by the Persian authori 
of Megelaion hae any locus sand as Hrs abject oF protected peo 
ten of proof will rest upon him, and if he proves that he i a subject of Rewer 

matter which may adit of some doubt pee gegen es Tae 

ed not be a subject of Koweit, the question of protect ibjeet of Rowelt 
ood not bes ub a f protection due to a of Kor 
eit petyhnnest ee C a Et oe Lord George Hamilton cares 
further inquiry ts necesary before even a Heult's quevtion if ican be avoided, and 
protected subject can be admitted. In this connection I am to invite attention oe 





letter of this date, suggesting that Colonel Kemball should proceed to Koweit as 
originally proposed. If the Marquess of Lansdowne concurs, the reply to the Viceroy’ 
telegram of the 19th November on that subject cin include a direction to Colonel 


Kemball to act as proposed in this letter. 
Tam, &c. 


(Signed) A. GODLEY. 





No. 79, 
India Offce to Forcign Office —(Received November 20.) 


India Office, November 20, 1900, 


sir, 
REVERTING to the tolegram from the Viceroy of {ndia. dated the 19th November, 
of which a copy was sent to you on the same day, relative to the proposed visit of the 


Consul-General at Bushire to Koweit, Iam directed to invite attention to the remark 
that Lord Curzon awaits instructions. 2 

It may be true that the present crisis has passed, but from the previous telegram 
of the Vieeroy, dated the 19th November, it appears that, on his last visit to Koweit, 
Lientenant-Calonel C. A. Kemball did not meet the Sheikh, and the account which ho 
gave of the quarrel between Nejd and Kowoit was not very clear. It also seems that 
the recent reconciliation has been effected through Turkish intervention, and it is 
possible that the relations of the Sheikh with the Turks may have been moditled 
Mrereby. Lord Lansdowne is also aware that a question has arisen as to the status of 
‘an Arabian merchant of Koweit who is detained at Bushire in connection with the 
importation of arms hy the steam-ship " Hathor.” | Ttis highly desirable to have certain 
information as to the real nationality of this merchant. » For all thewe reasons, and in 
forier that our interest. in the affairs of Koweit. may be uecentuated by visits of the 
Consul-General from time to time, Lord George Hamilton proposes, with the approval 
of the Marquess of Lansdowne, to direct the Viceroy to #ond Colonel Kemball to Kowelt, 
‘as previously suggested. 

Tam, &o. 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY. 





Foreign Office to India Office 
nfidential,} 
4 ign Office, November 21, 1900. 
1 HAVE laid bofore the Marquess of Lansdowne your let 19th nd 20th 
instant, relative to the proposed visit of Her Majesty's Cousul-Genoral at Bushire to 


owelt 
For the reasous stated in the second of your two letters above refurred to, Lord 


Lansdowne agrees that it is desirable that Colonel Kembell should visit Kowsit, and 
he concurs in Lord George Hamilton's proposal to instruct the Vieeroy of India 


accordingly let 
am, &e. 
(Signed) T. H. SANDERSON. 





No. 81. 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball 


Foreign Office, November 22, 1900, 
telegram of the 19th instant relating to the receat seizure of 
anus and ammunition on board the British ship“ Hathor'? in Bushire, I have to inform 
you that, although {er Ma Governinent have promised their good offices to the 
Sheikh of Koweit, the district bas never been formally placed under British protection, 
Her Majesty's Goverament cannot, therefore, claim natives of Koweit as British-protected 
persons, nor would such persons be justiciable by British Consular Tribunals in Fervia. 
Qrould ‘the Turkish claim be proved invalid, the man would presumably be subject to the 
Persian Tribunals. 

(2630) Q 


(Telegraphic) P. 
WITH reference to your 





It is undesirable jesty’ 
aes eset flat Her Majesty's Government should interfere to protect any 

Ainapooe and no action is necessary until you are a 3 
SOUL eet ere tees ena none Pe Fe 
hes to resist the Turkish claim to jurisdiction over him ee 7 are 





No. 82. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Reccived November 23.) 
THE Unders ‘ : 
femur oF wicr Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under. 
forwards he Yor the fiftors fairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
fhe Vines daded the Slot Rete ee eT en talogcan GF 
A copy has been sent to the Admiralty. sci hea 


India Ofice, November 22, 1900.! 


Inclosure in No. 83. 
Lord G. Hamilton (0 Government of India. 


(Telogeaphic.) a ae te 
YOU tologram of the 1th November: Koweit oo owe aco 
pores 1 should proceed to Koweit as arranged, since the Sheikh was abse 
bis previous vist. ”‘He ean now lear the result of the visit to Bussorah, and asecriain 
Sppochaliyito/sueaa pu regarding Nejd and the Turks He can take tho 
athor "in case the question of nationality sould Nereafice aie ™™ OY he 





No. 83, 


hae The Marquess of Lansdowne to Ar. de Bunsen, 
(Telegraphic, P. ro 
raphe) Pe ; Foreign Offiee, November 26, 
ference to my telegram No 49 of the Mth instan ht 
Now 77, 78, and 79 of the 17th and 20 punk ralalng tothe diopele weer ane 
Amir of Nejd and the Sheikh of Kowait, Ihave to inform. you tha ilthough the ce 
over, it has been decided to send Colonel Keraball to Koweit in order to « 
feritionreearding Nejd and the “Turks, and to learn he result of the S 
Colonel Kemball will also endeavour to asces 
oC , endeavou tain the exact status 
Koneit who is claimed as an Ottoman subject ty the Torta View Con ais ona wie 
cen arrested at Bushie for importing arms ito Versi in a British ships nt "2 





No. 84, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 28.) 


Sir, 
é India Office, November 
aM dlrscted by the Sceretary of State for India to poctineng rf ae 
four late, dated the ist November, inclosing the draft of a talogren Shick ft wen 
ses eal ent ane Seals id whieh was dispatched on the 22nd. Noma 
sae ie Sabla Cecrgn Hamilton concurs inthe views expressed and the 


&o, 
A. GODLEY. 


—$————— 


No. 85. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office—(Received November 28.) 


(Confidential) 
i Admiralty, November 


T AM commanded. by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a letter from the 
Commanding Officer of Her Majesty's ship “Redbreast,” dated the 13th October last, 
relative to the movements of the French stor Drome” in the Persian Gulf, 

'A similar letter has been sent to the India Office. 


‘&e, 
H, J. VAN SITTART NEALE. 


Inclosure in No. 86. 
Lieutenant-Commander Hill to Rear-Aimiral Day H. Bosanquet. 


Sir, 
I HAVE the honour to report that 
yesterday for Koweit with the French Vic 
Jatter's intention to retum here by dhow, 
Pahrein, Linga, Bunder Abbas, Muscat, ani 
France. 
S rhe information regarding Koweit, which Her Britannic Majesty's Consul seems: 
to lay great stress upon, was only received a few hours before she actually sailed; in 
fact, from what I can gather, it was only decided late the evening before. Considering 
ier fmportant, L reported it to you, the Admiralty, and the Senior Naval Officer, 
Muscat, by telegraph. 
SEL hod known about Koweit a few days previously, T should havo deemed it 
advisable to have gone down the river, and ech there before her, but under the 
aatummstanees, I thought it unwise to do so, as I could not get there first, and my 
arrival after her might be construed into a case of espionage. 

‘he Consul, however, informed tho Political Resident at Bushire in plenty of 
time for him, if he considered it necessary, to send the Royal Indian marine-ship 
 Lawrent 

TDuring the“ Dedme’s” tay here T have had numerous opportunities of meeting 
Captain Martel, espesially ns during the first fow days of his stay his Consul had not 
solved from Bagdad, aud Mr. Shipley, Her Britannic Majesty's Consul, was abla to 
fonder him some assistance by lending him his Dragoman to arrange his official visits. 

‘G. In course of conversation he informed me that on his passage from Bushiro he 
poarded several dhows, and he then went, on to. talk about He 
frankly owned that he was convinced that the native cra 
illicit traffic under the French flag, but that of course they would never 
ilicit he presence of a French man-of-war. I then asked him what his opiaion was as 
Toi intans of stopping it. He replied that it was his intention, as he felt most 
strongly on the matter, to ropresent to his Government that arrangements should be 
so omen the two Ciovernments for men-of-war to ascertain the real nationality of 
native oraft by means of inspecting their papers, and satisfying themselves that they 
corresponded with the flag flown. 

7. His idea of doing U ‘would be for the ship to hail a dhow, and then send a boat 
slovgaice unarmed, and civilly ask the Captain to be allowed to look at his papers. T 

cogs gut that this might be the correct. procedure in the prosence of a man-of-war, 
Bat he having had no experience in boat cruising, Aid not realize that on many: dceasio 
it might be necessary for a boat to board a dhow away from her ship, in which case it 
init te very risky to allow her to, go alongside except armed, and this might be 
construed by people who knew nothing about the circumstances, jnto a case of armed 
interference. 


‘The subject then dropped. . 
8. My opinion of the " Drdme's” visit to the Gulf is that the French Governments 


taking und opportunity of the arrangements made about landing coal at Muscat, has 
sent in command of her a most able and diplomatic officer (as any one who has had the 
Pleasure of mecting Captain Martel will agree). 
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T believe he has been ordered to show the flag in all places in the Gulf, and to 
report on them and the dhow question. One important fact I elicited from him was 
that his views did not entirely coineide with those of the French Consul at Muscat, 
especially on the dhow question, and I would not be surprised to hear that one of the 
outcomes of his cruise will be the more frequent visits of French men-of-war to the 
Gulf than has hitherto been the case, giving out as the reason that dhows flying the 
French flag require constant supervision. 

Lhave, &e. 


(Signed) MARCUS R. HILL. 





No. 86. 
Conwul Shipley to Mr. de Bunsen.—(Received at the Foreign Office, December 4.) 


(No. 41. Seoret.) 
Sir, Bussorah, October 31, 1900, 

I HAVE the honour to confirm my telegram No. 48 of yesterday’s date to the effect 
that Iba Rashid, the Emir of Nejd, had, with a large followiig, suddenly appeared. before 
Suk-es-Shuyakh, a small tows in this vilayet, situated on the Euphrates at a distance of 

me two days and a-half by road from Bussorah, and had demanded from the Governor- 
General the expulsion of u certain Sadun Pasha of the Muntefik Arabs, with the restitution 
Of the property raided by the latter 

According to his Excellency Mohsin Pasha, with whom { have had a long conversation 
1 the above subject, the demands of Ibu Rashid, with whom he was in telegraphic corre: 
*pondence through the Katmakam of Sok.es-Shuvukh, Were nothing but reasonable, as it 
Nas undoubtedly the fact that great loss, both in lives and property, had been inflicted. by 
Sadun Pasha with his Bedovins on the ‘Ibn ‘Taals, a trib under the protection of the 
Kinin. He hud, therefore, at once given orders to the Mutessarif of Nasiri to arrest Sadun 
Pasha if possible, and to issue strict injunetions to the Muntefik Arabs in his jurisdiction 
that the latter was not to be atlorded wa aayluun by them. Soldiers had further been 
dispatched to Nasiri to aid the Mutessurif in carrying out these orders, with the cesult that 
Sadun was now a fogitive umoog the tribes seattored along the marshes wf the Euphrates, 
‘As regards the Emir hiwself ho professed: himsel? 
‘satisfied on receiving these assurane: i$ reported in my telegram 
above referred to, 10 a place some six hours north-west of Nasir. His Excellency further 
said that the Emir had throughout the whole affair carefully aaserted that it was only justice 
that he was seeking, and that he had uo intention of not rendering due obedience to his 
lawful suzerain the Sultan, 

‘The abuve ix the nceount given to me by his Excellency, but T should point out that 
ny information from other sources leads me to beliove that the situation was more serious 
than his Excellency wished to admit, and that if sotistuction had not been promised’ to the 
Emir be wor fully prepared to exact it by force. His followers cannot have amounted to 
{ess than 10,000 men, ond it is suid that before starting he had made arranges .euts for a 
reserve of like numbers ‘The rapidity, moreover, of the Ewir’s movewnents took the 
Governor-General, I have reason to believe, completely by surprise, and if the former 
moved northwards ou Sadun instead of eastwards ou Abdurrabioun-bin-Feyzal, who was 
equally concerned in the above raid, it was for reasons of his own with which his Excellency 
hhad tittle to do. 

As I hud the honour to report in my telegram, [am unable to say whether st jx the 
intention of the mir to move southwards ov Koweit, for the usual cousideration at this 
ime of the year, viz., want of water, which would seriously emburriss the march of 
‘Turkish troops, Would not prove av formidable an obstacle to Arabs wader sicailac cone 

tious, Present appearances, however, would seem to indicate that such is not the Exnir's 
intention, for although, i the popular estimate is to be accepted, the resistance which 
could be offered by Mubarek would uot seriously deter bim from the undertaking, the 
uct of which the oir is; of course, well aware of the direct relations in which the Sheikh, 
through his office of Kalmekam, stands towards the Turkish Governinent, must form an 
clewent in his calculations wbictr he could not afford to neglect. It is further to be 
toted-—and in this respect my information agrees with that supplied to me by his 
Excellency Mobsin Pasha—that the Emir, in his proceedings at Suk-es-Shayukis, has 
hitherto scrupulously avoided any act which would bring hitn into direct conflict with the 
constituted authority of the Sultan. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) Hi. 8. SHIPLEY. 








India Office to Foreign Office —(Reccived December 6.) 
India Office, December 5, 
WITH reference to my leter of the 20th Noxember last, and your reply ofthe 


following day, on the subj 


ae et edicrenis which have passed between this OM 


Sir, 
Solonel Kenaball t 
4 of the proposed visit of Colonel t 
‘on to forward, for Lord Lansdowne’s information, 
if a oon ta and the Government of 
a copy o 
India. 
Tn viow of the reasons stated by Colon 
propases, with Lond Lansiowne's concurrence, t0 
rescat of the Residents visit to Kowel 


Colonel Kemball, Lord George Hamilton 
ve to the postponement for the 


Tam, &e, . 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 7. 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 


Initia Office, November 21, 1900. 
(Telegraphic.) fi 


YU telegram of 10th November: Koweit 


ranged, sinee the Sheikh was nbsent on 
sult of the visit to Bussorah, and ascertain 

Nojd and the ‘Turks, Ho ean take th 
reid Seger who imporied arms by th 


his previous visit 
more exactly 

‘opportunity to 

oMfathor, 


position ‘bo 
nguire precise statu of the 
s sation of nationalit 


Inclost 
Government of India to Lord G. Hawitton. 


November 26, 1900, 
(eeroti Ni Koweit, communicated to Kemball, who 
rou of 21st November, Koweif, comn nba, 
gine el 1 of the visit boca though crisis is passed for th a owen, 
thore ix no doubt that Ameer of Neji has naderable grievance au oe 
Koweit, who might be unduly encouraged by Resident's now, ia ship of wa, 
Teiive that he wll be p For this reason, and because of interest shown by 


¢ undesitable, and possibl 
‘Turkey in Koweit, Kemball thinks that the visit now undesirable, and possibly 
embarrassing to Mubarik. Iagree, Do you concar ? 





No. 88. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, December 7, 1900, 
Sit. | HAVE laid before the Marquess of Lansdowne your letter of the 5th instant, 


at Bushire to Koweit 
to the proposed visit of the Resident at Bushire to Ki oo a otha 


relative 
proposal to agree to 


n view of what is stated in the telegram from tl 
20th eae Lord Lansdowne eoveurs. in Lard © Hanilton’ 
Colonel Kemball's visit to Koweit being postponed for . he prose 
see"“T. M, SANDERSON, 





[1630) 





Xo. 89, 


India Office t9 Foreign Offe—(Recvised December 10.) 

THE Under-Secrotary of State for India presenta his «: 

Seeretary of State for Forign Affi, and Uy cinectien ce pegs 

forwards herewith, for the information of f State 

the Vioeroy, dated 8th Decet 
balls visit to Koweit. 
India Office, December 10,1 


Mire 
the Saray of Sate, copy ota 


———____ 
jure in No, 80. 


Lord @, Hamilton to Goverament of India, 
(etographics) 
Get oe India Office, December 8, 1900. 


th November and 6th Deon Kem! 
Koweit may be postponed for the presaut, nt SU Deowmber. Kesball’s visit: to 





No, 0, 


India Office to Foreign Office (Received December 11;) 


THE Under-Secretary of Siato for India presents his compl he U 
inne he Under 


Beerctary of State for Forcigis Affairs, and, by direction of 
forwards heowith, for the nformation of We Recreseynt Mes cee, Hamilton, 
Government of India Foreign Secretary's letter, dated the 220d 
Koweit and Nojd. ; 
Special attontion is called to Colonel Kemball'« 
the ard November. 
A copy has beon sent to the Admiralty. 


India Office, December 10, 1900, 


letter to Government of In 


——<———— 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 90, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of Indie, 


(elographic,) ora 
FOLLOWING telegram received from Bussoral RE 
“Sheikh Kowoit haa offocted juuction with Sadun, 

One battalion and two guns have left here for Nasseri, and considerabl, 

monts tare been ordered thither from Bagdad to intervene hetweon two fee nearer 
“Vali states that Amir has consented to return home, forces, 

Sheikh Kowoit to do the same, ra home, and that he will compel 
mnt to Conatantinople, 

sssed Foreign with Viceroy ; repeated Simla, 


fowember 14, 1900. 


———<$<$<——— 
{nclowure 2 in No. 90. 


Naval Communder-nechitf, Kast Indian Station, Trincomale, to Government of ld 
ment of India. 


(Telegrnphio.) 
ity 


WITH reference to my telegram of the 10th November: Adm er 15, 1900. 
sme that Turkish transport“ Hodeidah,” with 1,060 troops, left Parr wage, formed 
Bussorab, possibly in connection with matter reported. "As  precaut gy eeay for 
have given orders for Senior Naval Officer Persian G Ry measure, I 


Majesty's ship ““Redbreast” [and] remain Bumorshe Ou *? Poeeed Bushire (inj Her 


ee 


63 
Inclosure 8 in No. 90. 
Lieutenont-Colonet Kemball to Goverament of India. 


Bushire, November 3, 1900. 
, for the information of the Goverament of India, 
ions conveyed to me in your Seeret telegram, dated 
| to Koweit, where I arrived on the 20th idem. 
ak was absent in the interior at a place called Jorsh, distant, 
ven to understand, about a day's journey from Koweit. His eldest 
kh Jabbar, who kad beon left at Koweit by his father, learning that 1 
was on board the “Lawrence,” came off to see me in the Sheikh's boat flying the 
Turkish fing. 
2, So far as I was able to ascertain, the position of affairs is as follows 
ng aware that Abdul Aziz-bin-Rashid, the An 
ys the rebol Yasuf-bin-Ibrabis is nephews, the 
and Jarrah, was not likely to neglect any opportunity 
arise, whereby the authority and influence of the Amir might be weakened. 
rtanity was at hand in the person of Abdul Rabtoan-bin-Feysal of the Saud 
ner Rulers of Riadh, who were dispossossod by Mubammad-Ibn-Rashid, 
o present Amir, in 188¢ 

3. Abdal Rahman-bin-Feysal had been living in Koweit under Sheikh Mubarak's 
protection for some yours, and, it is aaid, was in receipt of monthly allowances both from 
Sheikh Mubarak and the Turkish Government, 

In August last Abdul Rabman-bin-Peysal is said to have roceived a lotter fram 
his adlieronts in Nojé, expressing their roadines to espouse his enuse should he make 
a more to recover his lost authority, Abdul Rahman aceordingly moved out of 
Koneit, 

It appears that he so ne slight successes over certain divisions of the 
Shammar triber owning hdul Azit, and he then wrote to Sheikh Mubarak 
asking nd him reinforcomonts, His roquost was complied with, and, actin, 
under Mubarak’ direetions, the Bedouin tribes owning his allegiance have assembled to 
support Abdal Rabun yaa 

hor appears that about the time of Abdul Rahman's departure from Noweit 
the country north of Koweit als took 
the opportu r ‘i 's country, Whather they were innti 
by Shoikh Mubarak is wot cleat. 

4. My general improssion, ax the result of my visit to Koweit, is that Shoikh 
Mabarak ‘ind the tribes controlled by him are not likely to carry thels operations 
far into Nejd territory, and bo cortainly will wot do so if there is any likelihood 
of the Amir of Nejd marching against Kowelt, I wax given to understand that 
the authority of the Amie of Nejd was alseady considerably weakenod, and not 
the least anxiety appeared to be felt in Koweit regarding Mubarak’s ability to 
hold his own. ag ck which might be made on him. What dogreo of 
success Abdal Rahman al is likely to attain I was not able to ascortain 
Dut, as stated above, it is ouly natural to expect that Sheikh Mubarak will we 
come any movement on bis past which would result in the weakening of the Amip's 
yeney, Sheikh Jabbar assured me that the operations which are at present being 
conducted by Steikh Mubarak aro not in the least likely to bring about any more 
active interference in Koweit allairs by the Turks, and, in sny opinion, Sheikh Mubarak 
knows well enough what be is doing, nnd, #0 fiat as hix prosent operations are concerned, 
is not likely to take any steps which would bring him into conflict with the Basrah 
authorities, with whom, moreover, it is probable that he has arrived at some under- 

Ldid not think it advisable to send a message to Sheikh Mubarak to come 

to mect ie, It is probable that it might have been inconvenient to him to 
leave his tribesmen, and he might have declined to come. In the course of my cone 
versition, however, I explained to Sheikh Jabbar the avxiety of the Government of 
India that his father should not commit himself to a course of action which might have 
undesirable results, and Ihave no doubt that what I said will be repeated to Sheikh 
Mubarak. 

6, After my teturn to Boshire on the 20th October, E received Mr. Shipley 
telegram of that date, copy of which was also sent to you, in which he reported that the 





kh on the Eup! 
and T eann 
effect it will have. 

1 think, however, that it would be premature at the present re to send a 
gun-boat to Koweit. It does not follow, so far as 1 can see, that the Amir will 
Rext march against Koweit, and it seems to me that the presence of Mer 
Majesty's ships at Koweit might lead the Sheith to think bas the suppor: 
of ‘the British Government, and unduly encourage him. in his preten 
not know that we should be called upon to assist the Chief of Koweit aecmst 
Amir of Nejd, and, at any rate, he has not asked us for our assistance. Apparently 
he considers himself well able to hold his own. Should, however, any the iz 


Amir, against Koweit result in any action by the Turks to 


Inclosure 4 in No. 90. 


Naval Commander-in-chief, East Indian Station, Trincomalee, fo Government of India 


(Tolegeapihie.) November 16, 1900, 

WITH Feference to my telegram of the 15th November, I have, in accordance 
With diroetions received from Admiralty, directed “ Cossack” to proceed immediately 
to Tiushite to be at disposal of Government of India in conveying Agent to Koweit and 
for uny further measures which may be necessary. “Racoon” hax been ordered from 
Aden to Museat, French Commodore in * Catinat" is at Muse 


Tnclosure 5 in No. 90. 
Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of Indie. 


dlegraphie,) Bushire, November 17, 1900. 
FOLLOWING telogram received from Bussorah 
* November 16.—Arab eriain is pia both sides are on their way home. Sheikh 
fof} Koweit will morrow at ‘the country house of Nokib, 30 miles from 


promised visit. He has pro-Consul’* [vic] men with 
«Sending to Constantinople,” 


T have reccived your telegram from Vieeroy’s camp, dated yesterday, but T presume 
that visit 10 Koweit now unnecessary. 


Tnolosure 6 in No, 90, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 
(Telegraphie,) Bushire, November 20, 1900. 
November 19.—I have heard from Bussorah to-day that Vali persuaded Mubarak to 
return to Bussorah with him. They were at the telegraph office yesterday several hours 
nicating with Constantinople. Mubarak loft this morning safe for Koweit, 





No. #1. 
India Office to Foreign Office-—(Received December 12) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments tothe Under- 
Secretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwanda 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclowures in Goveruerene 
of India Foreign Secretary's letter, dated the 15th November, reguniine Koweit and Nei. 

{tis requested that the manuscript portion of these papers, which is sent in oriey 
may be returned to this Office when done with. , 


India Office, December 11, 1900. 
See 


Inclosure 1 in No, 91. 


Shipley to Government of India 
Bussorah, October 29, 1900. 

following, has speared suddenly before Su 

Buphrates, and has demanded f ¢ Vali the expalaion of S 


ik Arabs, with the restitution of the property raided by the | 
oe a riaito abies and. tells wo Uhat the Aroir 4 withdrawing to’ pl 
pursuit of Sadr 
cis to move southward on Koweit, but it 
watch mat * Hedbreast 
the riv 


Livutenont-Colone! Kembult to Government of India 


Bushire, October 80, 1900 
w his eldest son, Apparently 
e by Amir of Nejd. It 
rently bas a large gathering 
oes not intend to proceed to 
seif to raid upon tribe under Amir, his obj 


very difficall to a9 
bs with hin 

‘Aric. My beet ist 

ping to, we 

ie aaiive reesived Shipley’ telegram, but { think it woold wear 6 ed 
Rowelt, There is considerable risk of such action being misinterpreted and 

aa eer roar gad, Amin Intact move os ropertod by ‘Shipley ‘pacctly 

aan er cara ix Kowelt, but. I think we should have ample waraiag if Amir marched ag 


but L understand he 
confine bi 


ity in sleeve, So far as Kowit is concerned, be ie 
his own, and he i not Hkely to take any stops which woulk 


a 
Inclosure$ in No. 91 


Government of India to Consul Shipley. 


Vieeroy's Camp, October 31, 1000, 
felegraphic.) 
ere FOUR telegrac, of the 20th October, Naja AEs 

It you thiok presence of gan-boat at Koweit necessary, you ahoold send for it, 


—_——_— 
Tnolosure 4 in No. 91. 


Liewlenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) Bushire, November 9, 1900. 
elographic, ‘ 
NG telegram received from Bussorals — 
aaa kescont word that he wil attack Koweit unless Sheikh is made to 
Ani Ot riciucton immediately. 1 ain informed that he demands apclogy for rai, 
enti La olen ry, recognition as suzeraio, and justice for the eR bred 
Sheikh of Koweit. Wah, iastructed by Constantioople, yesterday sent on of the Nakib 
Gemacd to Kowsir te, eng Shek to ron, ud to-day on he brother of the Naki 
wsorah og mir up the Eph eg the Amir to 
= Weer nr lees herp a jatar ther bear from the Vali, Picld-Marshal, 
Tras Jutt telesrapbed that hes sendivi two batteries and three battalions to reinforee troops 
Bagdad, telegraPi jh aot thiek that the attack on Kowelt is probable, but it is possible; 


biplane it ¢ wid what ouraction should 
fod T veatue to suggest thaeit would be better te decide beforeinad wbat our aetion 


{1630} 





be in this eventuality, General opi r 
Pee areata ai inion here is that Koweit would be outmatched, ti 


telegram sent to Constantin 
onstantinople 
Addressed to Foreign with Viceroy, and repeated to Simla. 


confidence in his ability to resist attack 


Inclosure 5 in No. 91. 
Liewtenant-Colonel Kenball to Government of India. 


FOLLOWING tel mm received from Bussoralh spi te 


Emissary sent by Vali could not find Sheikh of Koweit. Latte 
aint fo Rowe wth, 3.00 te hig to et fnetion wy Sado.” is men we 
rumoured to be dated, Airs rowed to Samava Td Vy for comme 
sit remone Salinas pardoned, xed Sheikh. of Dora, whoix with Amir, and has 
ali to settle erias as ho thinks best, — Above sent to Ci ios 
Lig GLOATU Nahant, 





No. 92. 


Consud Weatialew to 
(L Wratialaw to Mr, de Bunsen.—(Received at Foreign Office, December 24.) 


Confidential.) 


Pe ae , Bussoruh, November 
ay elogram Xo, 50 of the 16th instant, X had the honour to report that the 
at an end. Not nowledge, hns since oce , 
gh, with so much inflanimabile mat ral’ couagad 
men, Genet, wi 9 much fnfarhmave tenella, e 
not entirely eayy to apportion th 
soul Moen ‘apportion the blame for occurrences which have thro 
Southern Arabia ints tur ‘ring the last three months, but 1 Think on the whole 
there is ite doubt that the ambition of Stubarek of Koweit i pri tip sirraaie 
for them. With the obvious advantage in the matter of i ptag ere woo 
position on the seacoast af in "of Bassarsh in’ Nis, pocket, 
Irgining that in te erent ot deket, Great Briain woul not ai mi 
Pang th , Great Britain would not allow him to be entire! 
crushed, he appears to have thought that the ti oo had enmna for dioputing the htbects 
uallenged supremacy over the Bheikis of Arabia, of Atul Ageia Resch the 
Himir of Nojd. It is equally true that the lator showed no he ation in acoopting tho 
challenge, but the fit provocation ort Rencanect ee 
or some timo past there has been living at, oF in t ig 
an ox Bn of Nef ne Abdurrahman Me-Feyaa who was hirer fem hie horas 
Aftean ye Tie a ile Larner Asis. Hostilities we ecole 
; . exeouted by Abdurrahman, at the instigation, 
leat with the connivance of Mubarek. his viow is ‘ciafimned by the fact that 
Mubarck began to mobilize hjs forces prior to the “Abdurrahman, a 
continued to do 40 spite of the remonsta the Val conveyed to Rim though 
goats to do 49 tn pte ofthe remoostanees of the Val, conveyed to im through 


Almost simultancously another rai 
uasly anol A on J i? peop) “ 
another friend of Mubarek’s and, toa pHs watt Slop Biting 
of etme. This Sadun Pea (he hay roceved fom the Sultan 9 esti 
rehome eet oes eal py hong cae 
Ce ae ete ae 
bs om. = i Be Bay, who wine to be taken under British aaios ” 
a atch No, Sof the 20th November, 1800, g 

Hie saat, hmel,Tsogret to say, i a confirmed rou, and exists mainly by bbe 
footy: ollowed ‘up by Abtol Asis with cargo rey sal worsted in a 
which, however, appear to have beea only a pellystizaish, be Tore with his soon 
anu most of his lot into Turkish triton or pmaridem 
ro a ‘was obviously the correct course, proceeded to the 

logeny a SuicerShuyuk, and put himself into commanieation with the Vall 


dwith his men 


er 


of Bustorah, to whom he complained of the misdests of Sadun, a Turkis subject, 
ot Pinded redress. This Mohsin Pasha promised with alnerity, It the does not 
a donee ken any encrgetic steps to carry out his undertaking. Sadun was said 
seein a xine (probably as an.exeuse for not immediately eapturing hit) Yo have fled 
Sanaa ahes, but frosa hie subsequent movements its evident that he canne’ ike 
into the many very great distance from the desert path to Koweit. After sons days 
rete siting Abdul Aziy got impatient, and threatened that unless the Ye procured 
hiv: immediate ‘vould proceed forthwith to Koweit and take it out of 
Nios immeiom he regarded os the real author of the attacks made on hin Tshould 
Muburek at the Eau of Xejd had been. joined (at what precise moment T een unable 
to say) by one of 3 shows and claimants to a share in his property, and by 
tharvmele, Yussuf-el-Ibrahim, the exiled Sheikh of Dora. 

Feee xe known about this time (the first week in, Noveruber) that Mubarek’s 
warlike preparations srere completed, and that he intended to maech northwards to 
ware Liat Aziz. Accordingly, Thalib Pasha was again dispatched to 
hold him back, but found he bs audy started, At the samo time, reinfon 
were sent to the Turkish tro Nfuntetik district, both from Bussorah 
Pasdad, and Seyid Ahmed Pasha nt aloug with Ali-ol-Bessam, the Emit's 
Boasorah Agent, to see Abdul Aix, and do their im to go home and 
Dey geevances in the hands of the Turks. As something on , thoy bore 

ven the Sultan's pardon for Yussut-cl-Lbrabim 

Sadun was now at Snkria, and Abdul Avie amava, in the Vilayet of Bagdad. 
The ae We Aubarek and Sadun. effected a junction without macht Aiieaty, and 

re emequah, if not slightly superior ix number to the troops Abie ‘Ani 
Cee at Mie spot. This eonsideration, joined to the presence of & considerable 
thon Initronoe ready to intervene if necessary, lent additiounl weight 19 the Vali’ 
Turkial tein favour of ence} for in Arab wartnro It is customary to fored 00 battle 
suiy whon in overwhelming numbers, and in this ease the Went sido usually 
Gnttoipates the fray by a timely retreat. Anyhow, both partis turn honey 
the Bair making the first move, . Mubarek was sccompaniod on his homeward journoy 
Py the Mutesanrit of Muntefik, just to soo him safe off th nd, through 
Tie allicinl, T believe, an intorvicw was arranged between Mul 
Tits took place at the Nakib's residence, near Zobelr, on the 17th into 

oA Pei Tolsin, was able to persuade the Sheikh to retum to Tussorth with 
ot it ML Noxt day tho pair were for several hours at the telegraph office 
ing with Constantinople, and early on the 19th Mubarck sfasted again for 
it. 
cit sud ada that at their interview outside tho town, tho Vall presented Mubarok 
dich, 2nd Class, which the y nod on him 
ry he displayed in tho reception 8 tof British 


tho Arab levies on Doth sides wore gradually 

a my telegram of 16th November that 

Mabarek had all his men with it, The bulk of his forces were fur 

Mubarek ar the command of his won, and some anxiety was fell. at first lest they 
vend make n treacherous attack on Abdul Axis” men ax they journeyed homeward. 

Mth only person. who tax distinctly scored throughout there events is the Vali, 
Mohit’ Pusha. who has triumphantly asserted the Sultan's authority over the two 
aro ase crabia, and has averted an. uly ersis by a few promises 
Sothing to break. He has induced Mubarek to pay hie promised visit to Bussor 
ota his Excellency informed nme in. moment of expansion, he never ho 
Coane en na, unless he is much maligned, he Ist» done all this at a considerable 
pecuniary profit to himself, the cost of which was dofrayed by Mubarek and the 
relatives of Sadun. 

ivGacl Ariz’ prestige cannot but suffer from his failure to exnet vanseey from 
Fee ee asada, Indeed, i he sits down tamely and porkts the affront, he can 

ily hope to mainiain his position ns paramount Sheik 1 ‘Arabia. But this he is 
hanily likely to do, and further hostilities may be expected later on. 

‘Mubarek has id trouble in organizing and equipping 
large army, and yet, The has had. to return to Koweit with: 
out striking a blow. B more allowed the Turks to assert 
their suxerainty over Koweit, ‘correspondence with the Valis and 
the Sultan singo his accession tly admitted. Mohsin 
Pasha a day or two azo informed my Dragoman nding the statement to 


dispersing, tho 











be repeated to m0} that white in Russoralh Mubardk lind assumed the Sultan that be 

was !1is Imporial Majesty's most, faithful servant, and that it was 

to his anders that he had withdrawn his foroos without attacking 

furthe= undertaken ti anne conuettinie with "fo Powers. 
Mubarek is unioubtolly » very abh 

fun with the lure and hunt with tiv b 


al Weta 


(dential. 
Bassorah, November 23,-1900 

WITH refererice to ' of the 22nd intant, T have the honour 
to mport. that letiors hiv bee ved bere from Sheikh Mabarsk announcing. his 
safe arvival at Kowoit 

Major-Genoral Mohammed Pasha Dnghestanti haw been sent from Bagad to the 
Muntoilk district to ¢0 h are to be undertaken theee with m 
Wow to. hunting ; Emir of Nejd appears to ‘have heen 
Promise thin ax ‘one of the conditions Of his withdrawal, and 1 ene from a Nesd 
soures that ho has avowed bis intention of reruiming Hostilitiee initliwe ustthe’ tires 
if the Turks have not obtaived’ satisfaction for him meanwhile both from Sadun and 
Mubarok, ‘The latter, Cv ad, undertook while mt Bussorah to wover lis eure 
nection with Sadun, 

T may mention that the British’ Government is popuilarly ‘supposed. to. havo 
Promised ita support to Mubarck in his troubles with Abdul Asiz, sad that it hoe 
even male ations on his bebalf to tho Port 











